
SSSaaaiiinnnttt JJJooohhhnnn ttthhheee
EEEvvvaaannngggeeellliiisssttt
CCCaaattthhhooollliiiccc CCChhhuuurrrccch

57805 Main Street • Plaquemine, Louisiana 70764
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

stjohnchurchplaq.org • (225) 687-2402 • Fax (225) 687-1587
mlawrence@diobr.org • 24 Hour Prayer Line: (225) 687-1554

PPaassttoorraal TTeeaamm
Fr. Martin E. Lawrence………….Pastor
Alfred J. Ricard II……………….Deacon
Laurie Barbier.…...Director of Religious

Education
Jennifer Adams...PSR Coordinator 1-6
Donna Carville.…………………...OCIA

PPaarriisshh OOffffiiccee SSttaaffff
Marsha Dupont……………….Secretary
Susan Landry………………...Secretary
Lily Skidmore…………………Secretary
Gary Perrault.…………….Maintenance

MMaasssseess
Saturday Vigil.…………………..4:00 pm
Sunday.…..7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Monday…………………………..7:00 am
Tuesday………………………….6:00 pm

Followed by Benediction & Novena
Wednesday……………………...7:00 am
Thursday………………………...7:00 am

SSaaccrraammeenntt ooff
RReeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn
Tuesday…………………...5:30-5:45 pm
Saturday…..……………….3:00-3:30 pm

EEEllleeevvveeennnttthhh SSSuuunnndddaaayyy iiinnn OOOrrrdddiiinnnaaarrryyy TTTiiimmmeee
JJJuuunnneee 111444,,, 222000222666
Free of Charge
Knowing that God keeps his promises is part of being a believer. And how do we
know that? Because we see how he has kept them throughout history. If we lose hope
or begin to doubt that he will help us, it’s useful to remember what he has already
done. Saint Paul talks about this in the second reading. Christ died for us while we
were sinners, and so Saint Paul concludes that, having been saved from sin, we will
also be saved from death. We are free from sin and death. And isn't that enough?
Jesus shows us that God can do even more. When he saw the crowds in today's
Gospel, he felt compassion for them because they were "like sheep without a
shepherd." They seemed to need leaders, someone who could show them the way to
God. So Jesus responds in two ways.
First, he teaches his disciples to pray for more leaders. What he means is that if
people are going to lead the Church, they must be sent by God. They are not elected

by popular vote. They are “chosen” or called by God to serve. Jesus is teaching us to pray for the leaders of the
Church today. We can pray for all those in a leadership role, that they may be filled with wisdom and strength. Jesus
also teaches us to pray for vocations to religious life.
The second thing Jesus does is send the twelve apostles to proclaim the Kingdom and heal illnesses. He teaches us
that action must go hand in hand with prayer. This may mean offering our help to parish leaders, serving a term on the
parish council, or encouraging our children to consider a religious vocation.
Why should we do these things? Remember what Paul said, that God saves us from sin and death. God gives us
these gifts at no cost. He simply asks us to spread the good news of salvation. That's what leadership within the
Church is all about. By Tom Schmidt
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RRiittuuaallssoonngg
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time #1224

NNoottiiccee
Beginning Monday, June 15 through Sunday,
August 9 we will be having weekend Masses,
baptisms and funerals at St. Clement Church.
Weekday Holy Mass will be celebrated in the
St. John Parish Hall during this next phase of
the 100 Year Capital Campaign improvements
to our beloved St. John Church.
There will be neither Coffee and Donuts nor
Children’s Church while we are attending
weekend Holy Mass at St. Clement Church.
We will resume Coffee and Donuts when we
return to St. John Church and Children’s
Church will resume in September.

BBBaaappptttiiisssmmmsss &&& BBBaaappptttiiisssmmm SSSeeemmmiiinnnaaarrrsss
Baptism Seminars — 7pm
Church Office Conference Room
Monday, July 6, 2026
Monday, August 3, 2026
Monday, September 7, 2026
Baptisms — Following 4pm Mass
Saturday, June 27, 2026
Saturday, July 25, 2026
Saturday, August 22, 2026
Saturday, September 26, 2026
During the early stages of pregnancy, please register
online at www.stjohnchurchplaq.org under the
FORMATION tab or call the church office at
225.687.2402. Confirm with Lily Skidmore at the church
office as dates are subject to change.

EEuucchhaarriissttiicc AAddoorraattiioonn
AApppprreecciiaattiioonn DDiinnnneerr

The Adoration Adorer Appreciation
Dinner held on June 2 provided a
beautiful moment to gather with those
who are so committed to prayer before
the Blessed Sacrament.

A grateful acknowledgement is made to all adorers,
substitute adorers and coordinator, Susan Landry.
We gratefully acknowledge the Knights of Columbus
for the use of the K. C. Hall and for serving at the
Adoration Dinner. The delicious meal, prepared by
Joel Ducote and crew, was enjoyed by all who
attended. Thanks to the Knights of Columbus for all
they do for our Church and community.

**********
The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-11pm. To
schedule an hour as a committed adorer or a
substitute, please contact Susan at the church office,
225.687.2402.
What a great way to serve our parish through the
powerful witness of prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament and an opportunity to grow in your own
personal prayer life!

In Loving Memory…
A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
persons who donated a memorial gift to St. John the
Evangelist Church 100 Year Capital Campaign in
loving memory of:

Leah LoBue Seneca
Donated by:

PHS Class of 1968

In Loving Memory…
A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
persons who donated a memorial gift to St. John the
Evangelist Church 100 Year Capital Campaign in
loving memory of:

Victoria Durand Sutherland
Donated by:

Family and Friends

TTThhheee MMMaaassssss iiisss nnnooottt mmmeeeaaannnttt tttooo eeennnttteeerrrtttaaaiiinnn uuusss...
IIIttt iiisss nnnooottt aaa pppeeerrrfffooorrrmmmaaannnccceee,,, aaa gggaaattthhheeerrriiinnnggg,,, ooorrr
sssiiimmmppplllyyy aaa wwweeeeeekkklllyyy ooobbbllliiigggaaatttiiiooonnn...
IIIttt iiisss HHHeeeaaavvveeennn tttooouuuccchhhiiinnnggg eeeaaarrrttthhh.
AAAnnnddd yyyeeettt,,, sssooo mmmaaannnyyy CCCaaattthhhooollliiicccsss hhhaaavvveee fffaaalllllleeennn
aaasssllleeeeeeppp tttooo ttthhheee rrreeeaaallliiitttyyy ooofff wwwhhhaaattt iiis tttaaakkkiiinnnggg ppplllaaaccceee
bbbeeefffooorrreee ttthhheeemmm.
WWWeee hhhaaavvveee gggrrrooowwwnnn aaaccccccuuussstttooommmeeeddd tttooo ttthhheee
eeexxxtttrrraaaooorrrdddiiinnnaaarrryyy. TTThhheee sssaaacccrrreeeddd hhhaaasss bbbeeecccooommme
fffaaammmiiillliiiaaarrr,,, aaannnddd fffaaammmiiillliiiaaarrriiitttyyy hhhaaasss llleeeddd tttooo
iiinnndddiiiffffffeeerrreeennnccceee.
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In Loving Memory…
A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
persons who donated memorial gifts to St. John the
Evangelist Church 100 Year Capital Campaign in
loving memory of:

Sandra “Coochie” Landry
Donated by:

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Alberado, Jr.
Iberville Parish Farm Bureau, Inc.

Mrs. Anne G. Laville
David A. Nesser

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew M. Wilbert, Jr.

In Loving Memory…
A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
persons who donated a memorial gift to St. John the
Evangelist Church 100 Year Capital Campaign in
loving memory of:

Tracy Burleigh
Leo Canova

Sandra “Coochie” Landry
Donated by:

Eugene & Denny Bujol

CCCaaattthhhooollliiiccc DDDaaauuuggghhhttteeerrr ’’’sss
AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll SSSwwweeeeeettt///BBBaaakkkeee SSSaaallleee
Homemade Sweets for Dad
The Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, Court St. John #1214, will
have their annual Sweet/Bake Sale on
Father’s Day Weekend, June 20 & 21.
Specialty cakes may be ordered by

calling Anita Gilchrist at 225.776.8087 or 225.659.2514.
The homemade sweets will be sold in the vestibule at St.
Clement Church before and after all Masses. What
better way to honor Dad on Father’s Day than to treat
him to a Catholic Daughter sweet?

SSSaaannnccctttuuuaaarrryyy CCCaaannndddllleee
June 14, 2026
St. John the Evangelist
Donald G. Persick
St. Clement of Rome

Harold Sr., Barbara & Fran Himel and
Brenda Blank

In Loving Memory…
A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
person who donated a memorial gift to St. John the
Evangelist Church 100 Year Capital Campaign in
loving memory of:

Eileen Dauzat
Victoria Durand Sutherland

Donated by:
Kathy Cardinal McCoy

HHoollyy SSpprriitt PPrraayyeerr GGrroouupp
The Holy Spirit Prayer Group will meet at 4pm
Sunday, June 14 in Church. All are welcome!!

Two rosaries were found in church.
The owner may pick up the rosaries at
the church office.

SSScccrrriiippptttuuurrreee RRReeeaaadddiiinnngggsss
Week of June 14, 2026
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 19:2-6a; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Rm 5:6-11;
Mt 9:36—10:8

Monday 1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps 5:2-3b, 4b-7;
Mt 5:38-42

Tuesday 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-6b, 11, 16;
Mt 5:43-48

Wednesday 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20-21, 24;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-7; Mt 6:7-15
Friday 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Ps 132:11-14,

17-18; Mt 6:19-23
Saturday 2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-34;

Mt 6:24-34
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 17, 33-35;
Rm 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33

HHHooolllyyy FFFaaammmiiilllyyy PPPrrreeeKKK ---333 OOOpppeeennniiinnngggsss
The preK-3 program at Holy Family of Port Allen still has
several openings for the 2026-2027 school year. Tuition
and fees are comparable to other area programs and
students who turn age 3 before December 31 are
eligible to apply. Summertime and vacation care for our
students is also available. For questions, registration or
in person appointments, please contact program
director, Leigh LeBlanc at 225-343-6541 or email
Prek3@hfspa.com. Those who later apply to Holy
Family Elementary are given first priority acceptance if
so desired.
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MMMaaassssss IIInnnttteeennntttiiiooonnnsss
Saturday, June 20-4pm Mass
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Fr. Greg Daigle, Sister
Catherine Labouré, Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; M/M Yves Ramirez, Jerry,
Jane & Kirsch; Ernest, Josephine & Brenda Lapeze, Lapeze & Ragusa Families; Murray & Dixie Suffrin, Elmire
Caffarel; John & Ann Ruiz, John & Therese Ruiz; Ronnie Dugas, M/M Fallon Trabeaux, M/M Alvin L. Dugas,
M/M Russell Naquin, Jr. & Fal, Jackie D. Freeman, Annie “Boo” Albarado; Hahn, LeJeune & Hernandez
Families; Andrew & Carlo Canova, Jerry & Victor Blanchard, Sr.; Andrew & Catherine Roucher, Welford &
Philomene Benoit; Stag Gomez; Anthony “Cap” Scarsone, Kotchie Tullier; M/M Vincent M. Ferachi, Cadance &
Cassidy Diamond, Stephanie Rivere, Tina Loyacano, Ferachi & Marino Families; Ronnie Palermo, Brown
Family, Palermo Family; Henry “Tutie” Berthelot; Paul & Jenise Ortis, Earl & Mary Devillier; Rose, Benny & Sid
Quatrevingt, Gulotta & Quatrevingt Families; Bret Thompson; Patrick Gaudet, Iris & Audry Callegan, Irvin “Pajo”
Settoon III; M/M Frank Ragusa & Family, M/M Placito Mancuso & Family, J. D. & Ella R. Collins & Family; Faye
& Paul Troxclair, Carolyn Bordelon; John R. Dugas, Sr., Huey A. Roberts, Sr.; Alton & Jenny Boudreaux, Darrel
& Kye Boudreaux; Rose Marie Canella LeBlanc, Jamie Cedotal Landry; J. A. “Baby” Palermo, Clay & Gary
Hernandez; Bill Toups; Isaac J. Vaughn, Jr., Brent Isaac Vaughn, Nilda Vaughn, Isaac Vaughn, Sr.; Weldon
Thompson; Ione & Calvin Robbins, Calvin Robbins, Jr.; Anthony F. Canella, Aaron & Delia LeRay, Shannie
Verrette; Michael Hernandez, Jessica Little, Ruth Breaux; David Wendt, Jr., William Barker III, William Barker IV;
Peter Migliacio; Mary Susan Landry, Dudley Landry, Ronald Landry, Brendon Landry, Salvatore “Sam” Colletti
Family; John N. Gum, Jr.; Paul Joffrion, Robert C. Olano, Keith Edenfield; Roy Ourso, Dolza Comeaux; Orcino &
Miranda Families, Alvin “Pecan” Daigle, Eddie Clebert, Ulger Daigle, J. A. “NuNu” Clebert; A. J. Jumonville,
Freddie Hebert, David Roth, James Roth; Ronald & Bette Legendre
Sunday, June 21– Father’s Day-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners
Sunday, June 21– Father’s Day-9am Mass
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Fr. Greg Daigle, Sister
Catherine Labouré, Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Kristina Mellema; Harry
Marionneaux, Paul, Doris & Charles Barbier; M/M Jules J. Noel, Jr.; Sylvia Rivet, Shane Smith, Rivet Family,
Ronald “Dougie” Rivet, Hebert & Rivet Families; John Caffarel; Gerlad “Pops” Boudreaux, Maydell Smothers,
Tom Smothers; Arthur J. Schexnayder; Gladys “Butsy” Palermo, Peter A. Palermo, Patrick Burleigh, Douglas
Brewer; Alcee & Pauline Becnel, Evans & Virgie Dugas; Dudley & Marie Ragusa LeBlanc, Terry Landry, Sr. &
Jr., Kynlee Bueche; Harold Sr. & Lezin Himel, Alvin Sr. & Alvin Jr. Barbier; J. H. Millet, Tony Louis, Harold
Marionneaux; Rosa, Curtis, Brian & Denise Breaux; Raymond Dugas, Kenneth “Klu” Brown, Jimmy Brown;
Thomas M. Businelle; J. D. Dupre; Anthony Vitale, Lloyd Bouchereau, J. C. Hebert, Gilmore Couvillion; Joseph
Miller, Clay LeBlanc; Joe & Maggie Gulotto, A. J. & Lola Adams; Lawrence & Winnie Miller, Paul & Myrtle
Richard, Edward Miller; Burman & Vera Guidry, Clarence “Pete” & Mary Berthelot; Alcide & Cheryl Dubea; Fred
Sanchez, Mary Ann Gregoire, Anthony Gregoire, Lawrence Martinez; M/M Gasper Pizzolato, Sr., M/M Vincent A.
Forte, Marie P. Blanchard; Denise Miranda; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Mae Ourso; Janice Brown,
Ernest Brown, Alfred Hebert; Faye & Harry Martinez; Nolan J. Bueche III, Nolan Bueche, Jr.; The Calvaruso
Family; Dwight Marix, Michael Clause, Allen Buquoi; Mitchell Dufour, Boudreaux & Dufour Families; Frank,
Josie, Victor & Anthony Canella; Norris Berthelot; Mark Laurent; Peter Migliacio; Josie & Tony Palermo; Ruel
Seneca, Sr., Ida Gaudet Family, Leah Diamond, Linda Raffle; A. J. Jumonville, Freddie Hebert, David Roth,
James Roth; Nick Louis; Vickie D. Sutherland
Sunday, June 21– Father’s Day-11am Mass
Cindy Dickerson; V. J. & Carolyn Vicknair, Emily & Paul Bourgeois; Judge Edward & Lucille Engolio, Pauline E.
deVerges, Ed Engolio, Jr.; Albert Lopez, Jr., Albert Lopez, Sr., Earl Johnson, Sr.; Corinne Hebert; Urban &
Jennie André; William H. Middleton, Bill Middleton III, Clouatre & Middleton Families; Bobby & Janice Tullier,
M/M Verner Comeaux, Sr.; Rachael & Dom Engolio; Rodney & Betty LaBauve, Paul & Emily Bourgeois, George
Allain, Barbara Allain Bajon; J. W. & Sue Bryant; Bill Ostergren, Henry George Grass; Maude & Percy
Blanchard, Norbert & Chase Prejean; Joseph & Lillian Crescionne, Peter & Rosalie Crescionne, Dr. Joseph &
Tina Alesi; Kevin Mellieon, Geraldine Kelly, Elsie Sam, Lena Delahoussaye; Noonie Rivet, Pat Messina, Ann
Ruiz; Allen “Dottie” Rivere, Julius & Neva Bolotte; Colby & Wayne Gomez, Pitre & Gomez Families; Joseph
Guillbeau; Victor Joseph Canella
(continued next page)
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Kids Corner

MMMaaassssss IIInnnttteeennntttiiiooonnnsss (((cccooonnntttiiinnnuuueeeddd)))
Monday, July 22-7am Mass
William H. Middleton, Demsey Short, Bill Middleton III
Tuesday, July 23-6pm Mass
The Grass Family
Wednesday, July 24-7am Mass
Ronnie Palermo, Carl Brown
Thursday, June 25-7am Mass
Jimmy & Gloria Hebert

TThhee GGrreeaatt BBeeaauuttyy BBeehhiinndd tthhee
CChhuurrcchh ’’ss UUssee ooff BBeeeesswwaaxx CCaannddlleess

iinn tthhee SSaaccrreedd LLiittuurrggyy
According to Ivo of Chartres, the wax, which is formed
from the juice of flowers by the bee, always considered
as the emblem of virginity, signifies the virginal flesh of
the Divine Infant, who diminished not, either by His
conception or His birth, the spotless purity of His Blessed
Mother. The same holy bishop would have us see, in the
flame of our Candle, a symbol of Jesus who came to
enlighten our darkness. St. Anselm, Archbishop of
Canterbury, speaking on the same mystery, bids us
consider three things in the blessed Candle: the wax, the
wick, and the flame. The wax, he says, which is the
production the virginal bee, is the Flesh of our Lord; the
wick, which is within, is His Soul; the flame, which burns
on top, is His divinity.
This is quite fascinating – the symbolic connection of the
bees as emblems of virginity – the wax symbolizing the
flesh of our Lord. Researching deeper on this topic,
Catholic author and columnist, Catherine Croisette,
expands on this theme in an article she penned titled,
“The Bee, A Symbol of the Church”:
St. John Chrysostom...wrote: “The bee is more honored
than other animals, not because it labors, but because it
labors for others” (12th Homily).” So, I realized that the
bees, like the clergy and religious men and women in the
Church, work unceasingly for the common good of the
hive and obey without question their superiors, and
above all their queen.
The symbolism of bees also signifies the way the Church
generates her spiritual fruits because bees are virginal,
they don’t have any sexual contact. As the Church gives
grace through the purity of her divine Sacraments, so the
bees give us honey and wax by the labor of their pure
bodies. This is why their wax, considered the fruit of a
virgin labor, is worthy to burn in the candles on the altar
at the offering of the Holy Sacrifice.
Did you know that only honey bees make wax?
They are able to convert honey into wax by secreting
little wax “scales” from their abdomens. To make 1
pound of wax it requires 24 to 30 pounds of amount of
honey. It takes about 1100 of these to make one gram of
wax. It is no wonder that beeswax is so precious.

Historic St. Paul Church, Bayou Goula, Louisiana

Please join the FRIENDS OF ST. PAUL CHURCH to
celebrate the Feast Day of Sts. Peter and Paul
Sunday, June 28, 2026 at 11:00 am

at Historic St. Paul Church
29780 Highway 405 | Bayou Goula, LA

Rev. Jason P. Palermo, Officiate

All proceeds from collection will benefit
the ongoing restoration of St. Paul!

For more info, visit our Facebook page,
“Friends of St. Paul Church, Inc.”

**Recitation of the Holy Rosary at 10:15am**

SSSttt... JJJooohhhnnn AAAllltttaaarrr SSSoooccciiieeetttyyy
Essential Support System of the Church
Altar Society Team 3 will be cleaning the church
Wednesday, June 17 at 8am. Volunteers are welcome!
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225-687-9110
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