
57805 Main Street • Plaquemine, Louisiana 70764
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

stjohnchurchplaq.org • (225) 687-2402 • Fax (225) 687-1587
stjohnchurchplaq@coxbusiness.net • 24 Hour Prayer Line: (225) 687-1554

Fr. Martin Lawrence…………….Pastor
Alfred J. Ricard II……………...Deacon
Laurie Barbier…..Director of Religious

Education
Wanda Ashley……..PSR/Confirmation
Jennifer Adams..PSR Coordinator 1-6
Donna Carville ...........................OCIA

Medric Smith, Jr….Business Manager
Marsha Dupont ...................Secretary
Susan Landry......................Secretary
Lily Skidmore.......................Secretary
Gary Perrault..................Maintenance

Saturday Vigil ........................ 4:00 pm
Sunday...7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday................................. 6:00 pm
Followed by Benediction & Novena

Wednesday ........................... 7:00 am
Thursday ............................... 7:00 am
Friday..................................... 7:00 am

Tuesday.........................5:30-5:45 pm
First Friday……………………6:30 am
Saturday ........................3:00-3:30 pm

Coach Paul
Today’s reading from First Timothy sounds almost like a coach getting his
team ready for the big game. This coach has much higher goals than a
home run or a touchdown. Instead of pursuing a league championship,
he seeks faith, love, patience, and gentleness. How about us? Are we in
the game or on the sidelines? Let’s look at what Coach Paul is talking
about.
Faith is a relationship with the Lord in which we imitate Jesus’ outlook on
life, his teachings, his love of God. We struggle with his commands to
love our enemies, to turn the other cheek, to forgive all wrongs, and to
take up our cross each day. As Paul would say, we are “competing well
for the faith.”
We pursue love by listening to the Gospel, in which Jesus tells the
parable of the rich man who was only concerned with his own comfort.
Jesus says that if we truly understood the prophets, such as our first
reading from Amos, we would not spend all our energy and wealth on
ourselves.

As we learn to let go of our need to have everything go our way, we become more patient with people who
disagree with us, or with frustrations and problems. We learn to see God in our setbacks as well as in our
successes. Experiencing the Lord is the championship we want. Tom Schmidt



Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time #1271
Entrance: We Gather Together #746
Preparation: **Instrumental**
Communion: Take and Eat #1025
Sending Forth: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say #821

An Invitation to Prayer Before the Blessed Sacrament
The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm.
To schedule an hour as a committed adorer or a
substitute, please contact Susan at 225.687.2402,
susanblandry@sj.brcoxmail.com.

Baptism Seminars — 7pm
Church Office Conference Room
Monday, October 6, 2025
Monday, November 3, 2025
Baptisms — Following 4pm Mass
Saturday, September 27, 2025
Saturday, October 25, 2025
Saturday, November 22, 2025
During the early stages of pregnancy, please register
online at www.stjohnchurchplaq.or under FORMATION
or call the church office at 225.687.2402. Baptism
preparation may be done at a seminar or online. For
online information, email wandaashley681@gmail.com.
Confirm with Lily Skidmore at the church office as dates
are subject to change.

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi,
Patron Saint of animals and the
ecology, Fr. Martin will bless pets at St. John Elementary
on Friday, October 3 from 8-9am. Blessing of pets will
take place on the concrete parking area between St.
Clement Church and St. John Elementary. Please make
sure all dogs are leashed.

“Whoever is not against us is for us.” Pray for your
priests. They heard God calling them to the priesthood
and chose to serve Christ. Now, they enrich our spiritual
well-being every day in the name of God. Talk to your
priest or reach out to the Vocation Office at
225.336.8778 or via email: jjohnson@diobr.org.

We thank God for enduring love, ask for continued
blessings on the couple and their family, and express
gratitude for the journey they've shared, emphasizing
the covenant of their marriage and their commitment
to one another.

A safe and nurturing environment for children to
participate in the Mass at an age-appropriate level
Sunday Mass Teacher
September 28 11am Alexis Schlatre

For Collaboration Between
Different Religious Traditions
Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together
to defend and promote peace, justice,
and human fraternity.
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Thursday, October 2
Bible Study ………..…………………. Conference Room
1:30-3pm, 6:15-7:45pm
Order of Alhambra Meeting .………………… Parish Hall
6pm
Sunday, October 5 — 11am Mass
Fr. Martin’s Installation by Bishop Duca
Monday, October 6
Bible Study …………………………... Conference Room
1-2:30pm
Baptism Seminar ……………………. Conference Room
7pm
Saturday, October 11
America Needs Fatima Rosary …………………. Church
12pm
Presentation of Miss Evangeline & Court …....... Church
4pm Mass
Sunday, October 12
Ladies of Peter Claver ………………………. Parish Hall
2-4pm
Holy Spirit Prayer Group ………………………… Church
4-6pm
Monday, October 13
Bible Study …………………………... Conference Room
1-2:30pm
Catholic Daughter Meeting …………………. Parish Hall
6-8pm
Wednesday, October 15
Parent Meeting for 1st Reconciliation ……... Parish Hall
6pm
Thursday, October 16
Bible Study …………………………… Conference Room
1:30-3pm, 6:15-7:45pm
Sunday, October 19
Benediction and Rosary Procession …………… Church
Following 11am Mass
Monday, October 20
Bible Study …………………………... Conference Room
1-2:30pm
Thursday, October 23
Bible Study ……….………………….. Conference Room
1:30-3pm, 6:15-7:45pm
Saturday, October 25
Baptisms …………………………………………... Church
Following 4pm Mass
Monday, October 27
Bible Study …………………………... Conference Room
1-2:30pm
Tuesday, October 28
Altar Society Meeting ……………….. Conference Room
9:30am
Thursday, October 30
Bible Study …………………………… Conference Room
1:30-3pm, 6:15-7:45pm

Major Feast: Feast of Our Lady of
the Rosary (Oct. 7)
The Rosary is one of the most powerful
forms of prayer that the Church gives
to the faithful; popes, saints, even the
Blessed Mother herself have spoken
on the importance of praying the
Rosary. Like Padre Pio who said: “Love the Madonna and
pray the rosary, for her Rosary is the weapon against the
evils of the world today. All graces given by God pass
through the Blessed Mother.”
It’s a simple but profound way to meditate on the life of
Jesus and to grow closer to Mary who will always lead us to
her Son.
How to celebrate: Pray the Rosary (or pray a decade of the
rosary).
Praying the Rosary Together
The Rosary will be prayed at the home of Betty Aucoin,
57765 Senator Gay Boulevard each Wednesday during
the month of October at 7pm beginning October 1. For
more information, you may call Betty at 225.776.1685 or
Derryl Comeaux at 225.687.3950.
Betty, Addie and Derryl invite everyone to join them in this
loving tribute to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.

Week of September 28-October 5
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10;
1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31

Monday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12ab;
Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51

Tuesday Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137:1-6; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8-11;

Mt 18:1-5, 10
Friday Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-2-5, 8-9;

Lk 10:13-16
Saturday Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-37;

Lk 10:17-24
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10

Essential Support System of the Church
Altar Society Team 1 will be cleaning the church
Wednesday, October 1 at 8am. Volunteers are welcome.
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The Power of Anointing of the Sick Explained
When most Catholics hear the phrase Anointing of the Sick, they
immediately think of “last rites.” The image of a priest being called
to the bedside of a dying person—sometimes at the very last
breath—is what many associate with this sacrament. While this
scenario is certainly one of the important contexts in which the
sacrament is administered, it is by no means its only purpose.
In fact, the Church teaches that the Anointing of the Sick is not
reserved for the dying, but is a sacrament of healing, strength,
forgiveness, and hope for anyone facing serious illness, suffering,

or the frailty of old age. Understanding this sacrament in its fullness not only removes fear and misconceptions, but
also opens Catholics to the profound grace Christ desires to give us through it.
Today, we’ll dive deep into the history, theology, and power of the Anointing of the Sick, and why it is an essential
sacrament for the journey of faith—not only at the hour of death, but throughout life.
1. The Scriptural Foundation
The roots of this sacrament are firmly planted in Scripture. In the Letter of James, we read:
“Is any one among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the Church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with
oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven.” (James 5:14–15)
This passage outlines the essential elements of the sacrament:
The presence of the Church’s ministers (the elders, or priests).
Anointing with holy oil in the name of the Lord.
A promise of healing, forgiveness, and restoration.
From the beginning, the Church has recognized that the healing ministry of Christ continues through the anointing of
the sick, carried out by His ordained ministers.
2. Christ the Divine Physician
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus heals the sick, restores sight to the blind, frees the possessed, and even raises the
dead. His ministry was one of compassion and restoration.
“He went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every infirmity among the people.” (Matthew 4:23)
The Anointing of the Sick makes present this same healing power of Christ. When the priest anoints with oil and
prays, it is Christ Himself who touches the sick person, bringing them strength, forgiveness, and spiritual healing.
Sometimes, when it is God’s will, even physical healing occurs.
The Church therefore calls this sacrament a sacrament of healing—alongside Confession (the Sacrament of
Reconciliation)—because it restores the soul and strengthens the body in the face of suffering.
3. Clearing the Misconception: “Last Rites”
One of the biggest misunderstandings about this sacrament is that it is meant only for those on their deathbed. For
centuries, Catholics often delayed calling the priest until the very last moment, fearing that receiving the Anointing too
early might “use it up” or somehow hasten death.
The Second Vatican Council clarified and restored the fuller understanding of this sacrament. The Church teaches
that:
Anointing is not limited to the dying. It can be received by anyone facing serious illness, undergoing surgery, or
experiencing the weakness of old age.
It can be repeated. If a person recovers and then falls ill again, or if their condition worsens, they may receive the
sacrament again.
It is part of a process. When someone is nearing death, the Church offers not only Anointing, but also Viaticum (Holy
Communion for the journey), and the Apostolic Pardon—together forming what many people call the “last rites.”
Understanding this frees Catholics from fear and opens the door to receiving grace earlier in illness, rather than
waiting until the final breath.
4. What Happens in the Sacrament
The rite of Anointing of the Sick is simple but profound:
Prayer of Faith – The priest prays with and for the sick person, calling upon God’s mercy and strength.
Laying on of Hands – The priest lays hands on the sick person in silence, invoking the Holy Spirit.
Anointing with Oil – Using the Oil of the Sick (blessed by the bishop at the Chrism Mass), the priest anoints the
forehead and hands, saying:
“Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord who frees you from sin save you and raise you up.”
The effect of this sacrament is nothing less than an encounter with the healing Christ. (continued next page)
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(continued)
5. The Graces of the Anointing
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 1520–1523) describes the graces of this sacrament:
a. Union with the Passion of Christ
Suffering is no longer meaningless. The sick person is united with Christ’s redemptive suffering, making their pain a
participation in the salvation of the world.
b. Strength, Peace, and Courage
Illness brings fear, anxiety, and weakness. Through the sacrament, the Holy Spirit gives the sick person courage and
peace to endure, offering spiritual healing even if physical healing is not granted.
c. Forgiveness of Sins
If the sick person is unable to go to confession, the Anointing of the Sick forgives sins, provided there is contrition. It
restores the soul to grace.
d. Healing of the Body (If God Wills)
Sometimes, God grants physical healing through this sacrament. Countless testimonies speak of miraculous
recoveries following anointing, though the sacrament’s deeper promise is always spiritual healing.
e. Preparation for the Final Journey
If the person is near death, the sacrament completes the grace of baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist, preparing the
soul to meet God.
6. Who Can Receive the Sacrament?
The Church teaches that the following may receive the Anointing of the Sick:
Any Catholic who is seriously ill.
Those about to undergo serious surgery.
The elderly, especially if weakened by age.
Those struggling with serious mental or emotional illness.
A sick child who has reached the age of reason.
Importantly, the sacrament is not reserved for the “last moment,” but can be received multiple times as needed.
7. The Role of the Family and Community
When the sacrament is celebrated, it is not only the priest and the sick person involved—it is the whole Church.
Families who invite the priest to anoint a loved one are helping bring the healing presence of Christ into the home.
Many parishes even offer communal Anointing of the Sick Masses, where those who are ill or elderly can come
together and receive this sacrament publicly, strengthening both their faith and that of the community.
This highlights a powerful truth: suffering is not endured alone, but within the Body of Christ.
8. Testimonies of Healing and Grace
Countless stories illustrate how the Anointing of the Sick transforms lives:
A cancer patient overwhelmed by fear who found peace and courage after being anointed.
An elderly woman who regained physical strength and lived several more years joyfully after receiving the sacrament.
A man struggling with depression who experienced deep healing and reconciliation through the sacrament’s grace.
Even when physical healing does not occur, families often speak of the peace, consolation, and holy strength their
loved one received.
9. Why We Shouldn’t Wait
Delaying the sacrament until the last breath robs us of its full power. The Church encourages us to call the priest
early—when a serious illness begins, before surgery, or when someone is weakened by age.
Think of it this way: If the sacrament is a medicine of grace, why would we only take it at the very end, rather than
throughout the journey of illness and suffering?
10. A Sacrament of Hope
The Anointing of the Sick is ultimately a sacrament of hope. It proclaims that sickness, suffering, and even death do
not have the last word—Christ does.
By participating in this sacrament, Catholics are reminded that they are not abandoned, that their suffering has
meaning in Christ, and that the Holy Spirit gives them strength for the journey.
In Conclusion
The Anointing of the Sick isn’t just for the dying. It is for anyone who is seriously ill, preparing for surgery, elderly, or
struggling with the burdens of life. It is a sacrament of healing, forgiveness, strength, and hope—a gift of Christ the
Divine Physician to His Church.
As Catholics, we should reclaim the true meaning of this sacrament. Do not be afraid to ask for it, and do not wait until
the last possible moment. The Lord longs to pour His healing grace upon us—not only at the hour of death, but
throughout our lives.
May we turn to this sacrament with faith, and may it always remind us that Christ walks with us in sickness and in
health, in life and in death, until the day we share in His eternal resurrection.
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Saturday, October 4-4pm Mass
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Fr. Greg Daigle, Sister Catherine
Labouré, Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras;
Tina Rinaudo; Trista Parro, Judy & August Sharski; Margie
Doiron, David Chaloux; Lee & Betty Mooney; M/M L. J.
Raymond, M/M Joseph E. Bujol; Alfred & Mercedese, Lester
& Mary Carville, Edmund & Louise Bujol, Reid & Gerry
Rainey; Kurt, Carlo & Andrew Canova, Johnny Zito, Jr.;
John E. & Cecile D. Brown, Maurice E. Brown, Joan B.
Heath, M/M Robert E. Brown & Families, M/M Maurice L.
Duhon & Families, Wayne A. “Parin” Achord; M/M Vincent
M. Marino, Cadance & Cassidy Diamond, Stephanie Rivere,
Tina Loyacano, Ferachi & Marino Families; M/M Houston
LaBauve, Sr., Claudia LaBauve, Cecilia Laurent; Carol
Brandt, Raymond & Amanda Ducote; Ronnie Palermo,
Brown Family, Palermo Family; Henry J. Daigle, JoAnn
Daigle & Family, Alfred & Volena Roth & Family, Alfred
Roth, Jr., Dupuy & Bourgoyne Families; M/M Victor
Crescionne, Crescionne Family, Michelle Family, Sister
Joycelin Staempfli; M/M Edmond Gomez & Family; Lois &
Baco Romero, Lonnie Michel; Benny Joe Carringone

Sunday, Oct 5-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners

Sunda October 5-9am Mass
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Fr. Greg Daigle, Sister Catherine
Labouré, Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras;
Tina Rinaudo; Fred Hebert, George & Gloria Ramirez,
James & Agnes LeBlanc; Clarence “Pete” & Mary Berthelot;
Richard J. Businelle; Belvin & Claire Bergeron; Paul & Emily
Bourgeois; V. J. & Carolyn Vicknair; Rosemary Cox; Rose
Marie Canella LeBlanc; Jamie Cedotal Landry; Denise
Miranda; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Ourso;
Jessie Billings, Debra Billings; Beulah Ferachi; The Currier
Families

Sunday, October 5-11am Mass
Cindy Dickerson; Dianne Grace; Nolan Bueche III; Isaac
Vaughn, Jr., Brent Vaughn, Isaac Vaughn, Sr. Nilda Vaughn;
May & David Currier; Randy Normand

Tuesda October 7-6pm Mass
Kenneth “Klu” Brown; M/M Fred Sanchez, Sr.; Jean Claud
Cavalier, Stephen A. LeBlanc; Mickey J. Brown

Wednesda October 8-7am Mass
Donald Aucoin, Aucoin & Wunstel Families

Thursday, October 9-7am Mass
Dudley & Marie Ragusa LeBlanc

Friday, October 10-7am Mass
Anthony Vitale, Cleora Couvillion, Hetta Hebert

Providing for School Children in Need
The Angels for Angels program has been able to
help children in our local schools with much
needed items. Teachers contact the Angels for
Angels with a specific need for a specific child in
their classroom. Items needed are underwear,
socks, and elastic waist athletic shorts (black,
maroon and khaki) sizes 4T-8 and small hygiene
articles such as feminine products, toothbrushes,
combs, etc. Please place your purchased items in
the baskets near the doors of the church.
For more information, call Dr. Katie Berthelot at
225.776.2809 or the church office at
225.687.2402.

September 28, 2025
St. John the Evangelist
Ronald Laurence Capone
St. Clement of Rome
John “Sonny” Bunch

October 5, 2025
June Pinsonat, Sandra
Bizette, Mary Jo Caffarel (7:30am Mass)
Bobby Blanchard, Susie Burns, Michelle
Sharon (9am Mass)
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24025 Eden St. • Plaquemine, LA

23725 Church Street
Plaquemine, LA 70764

58725 Belleview Rd Suite A-1
Plaquemine, LA 70764
225-687-9110

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-6 AECSPAD > edwardjones.com

CFP® AAMS®

Member SIPC

Chris Reeves Kyle M Robichaux

Heating, Air Conditioning
& Electrical Services, LLC

225-659-7110
Fax 225-659-2559

Sales and Service
Residential • Commercial

Authorized Generac Service Dealer

Bayou Road Lumber
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