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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 14, 2024

Just before our first reading it says that “the word of the Lord was rare;
there were not many visions.” (1Sam 3:1) | imagine most people today
would think that was true. Do you think God has stopped talking? People
apparently felt that way in Samuel’s time. Let’s look at the reading to see
what Samuel’s experience can teach us.

At first Samuel thinks it is Eli calling him. It is not unusual for people to miss
a sign from God. If you have a talent that you are proud of, perhaps it is a
sign that God wantsglou to use that talent to help others. Or if a friend tells
you she is concerned about your health, it could be God’s way of telling you
to get help. Try to see God speaking in whatever happens to you and you
may hear a lot more than you think.

Samuel also gets help from Eli. Eli began to recognize that the Lord was
speaking to Samuel. Sometimes we need help discerning what the Lord is telling us. A good spiritual
director can help. He or she will probably ask how often you pray. In our reading Samuel finally speaks
directly to God, instead of going back to Eli. So if you wonder what God plans for your life, try spending
more time in prayer with him. | bet we have all had times where we didn’t know if we are doing God’s
will because we didn’t take time to pray. But don’t do all the talking. Give God some quiet time to hear
his response. For God hasn’t stopped talking; we just stopped listening.

Tom Schmidt




Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church Plaquemine, LA

Pastor’s Letter

Dear Family:

The genre of today's first

reading is that of a "call

narrative." While many call
narratives are in Scripture, the call of Samuel is
unique. Other such narratives depict an
individual hearing the voice of God and
understanding who it is that is speakin
(consider, for example, Abraham, Isaiah, and
Jeramiah?}. Samuel does not %rasp whose voice
is calling him. The priest Eli, however,
understands this call and instructs Samuel in
how to respond, should he hear that voice
again. Verses that are cut from today's text are
especially interesting since within them we learn
that by responding faithfully to God's call,
Samuel has difficult words that he must deliver
to his mentor, Eli.

In the Gospel selection from John, we are
presented with a remarkable story. Like the first
reading for today, it can be described as a call
narrative. The scene opens with John the
Baptist standing with two of his disciples when
Jesus walks by. When John refers to Jesus as
the "Lamb of God," John's disciples immediately
leave him to follow Jesus. It is as if John has
fulfilled his responsibility to these two men. He
has helped them to recognize Jesus. Andrew,
one of John's disciples who left John and
followed Jesus, in turn "found his own brother
Simon Peter" and "brought him to Jesus."

Seemingly evident in today's selections from
First Samuel and the Gospel of John is that
people of faith are called to assist one another in
recognizing the mystery and presence of God
among them. Clearly, the priest Eli, John the
Baptist, and Andrew were instruments of God.

Some questions for reflection:

How and to whom can you be a witness for
Jesus today?

What does it take to "stay" or "remain" with
Jesus?

How has Christ changed your vision? What has
he enabled you to see and see differently?

| am away visiting my brother and famiIKthis
weekend for our celebration of family Christmas.
Please give a warm welcome to Fr. Jon Koehler

and Father Paul Counce. I'll return for morning
Mass on Wednesday, January 17th.

Peace,
Fr. Greg
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Ritualsong

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time #1198

Entrance: | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light #693
Preparation: Instrumental

Communion: Eat This Bread #1033

Sending Forth: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise #548

We welcome the PSR students, who are celebrating the
Eucharist with us, to 11am Mass.

January Devotion of the Month

The month of January is traditionally dedicated to the
Holy Name of Jesus. After the Blessed Virgin Mary
conceived by the Holy Spirit, the angel Gabriel
appeared to St. Joseph and told him that the Child's
name should be called Jesus, meaning “God Saves.”
According to Jewish law, on the 8th day after his birth a
male child was to be circumcised, receive his name,
and become a full member of God’s covenant people.
Accordin%]to the old Roman liturgical calendar, the
Feast of the Circumcision of Jesus was celebrated on
January 1st, eight days after Christmas, the same day
that He was given His sacred name. Currently we
celebrate the Solemnity of the Mother of God on
January 1st and honor the Holy Name of Jesus on
January 3rd. For Catholics, Jesus’ sacred name is the
object of a special devotion symbolized by the
monogram “IHS,” (sometimes called a Christo?ram),
v|_\|/_hich is the first three letters of the Greek spelling of
is name.

Eucharistic Adoration

These words of Jesus are an excellent invitation to
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament:

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,

and | will give you rest. Take mygloke upon you and
learn from me, for | am meek and humble of heart; and
you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden light.” (Mt 11:28-30)

The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm. To
volunteer for a scheduled hour or as a substitute,
contact JoAnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Baptisms &

Baptism Seminars

Monday, January 15, 2024
Monday, February 5, 2024
Monday, March 4, 2024

Saturday, January 27, 2024
Saturday, April 27, 2024

Baptism Seminars are held in the third floor church office
conference room at 7pm. The Baptisms are usually held
on the fourth Saturday of the month following 4pm Mass.
Dates are subj]ect to change. Please call Lily at the church
office #225.68 .2402) during the early stages of pregnancy
to confirm the dates of the seminar. There are no

Baptisms during Lent.

Growing in Faith

Bible Study began Thursday, January 11, 2024 on the Book
of Revelations from 1:30-3pm and the Thursday night group
are discussing “1Corinthians—The Church and the Christian
CommunitK” rom 6:15-7:45pm. The Monday group will
conclude their study on the Gospel of Mark from 4-5:30pm
beginning Monday, January 29.

All sessions take place in the church office conference room
and are free to attend. It is not too late to join us.

A Vocation View

“Come, and you will see.” How are you

being called to come and see how you

can build up the kingdom of God as His

co-worker? Consider the generous service of priesthood or
consecrated life. Talk to your priest or reach out to the
Vocation Office at 225-336-8778 or via email:
jjohnson@diobr.org.

Ouir office will be closed Monday, January 15 in
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Please note that Tuesday, January 17, 2024 a
Liturgy of the Word with distribution of HOIY
Communion will be celebrated. Masses will begin
again on Wednesday, January 18.

Holy Spirit Prayer Group

The Holy Spirit Prayer Group will
meet Sunday, January 14 from 3-5pm in church.

For more information, contact the church office at
225.687.2402.

St. John School Grandparents’ Day Mass
Grades 6-12

Wednesday, January 17 — 11am

St. Clement of Rome Chapel

Scripture Readings

Sunday 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4,7-10;
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20;
Jn 1:35-42

Monday 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16-17,
21, 23; Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday 1Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28;
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51;
Ps 144:1- 2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6

Thursday 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3,
9-14; Mk 3:7-12

Friday 1Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11,
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday 2 8Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27;
Ps 80:2-3, 5-7; Mk 3:20-21

Sunday Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9;

1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20

Historical Tidbit About Catholicism in Iberville Parish and St. John the

Evangelist Catholic Church

Did you know our church was very purposefully designed ?

Architectural meanings in our church — altar faces the east in direction of Jerusalem, Altar is Jesus’ head,
communion pew is his arms, nave is his body, foyer area is his feet. Statues — St. Anthony is waving to welcome
everyone into church; Sacred Heart of Jesus has open arms; St. Joseph, St. Rose and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
dedicated to families; St. Paul welcoming inquirers to the faith; St. Peter holding keys to kingdom of God given

him by Jesus. The center aisle is 172’ long.

+ What do the Latin words, “Non est hic allud nisi domus Dei et porta coeli,” above the front door mean?
“This is nothing else but the house of God and the gateway to heaven.” Genesis 28:17

¢+ What do the Latin words “Offertur nomini meo oblatio munda” over the altar mean?
“And everywhere they bring sacrifice to my name, a pure offering.” Malachi 1:11
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Mr. & Mrs. John Caffarel, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Marix
Andrew & Josephine Canova
Carlo & Kurt Canova

Victor & Olivia Blanchard
Jerry & Cutsy Blanchard
Marx & Leona Hoffman
Betty Dupree

Eula & Jessel Ourso

Fred Sanchez

Mary Ann Gregoire

Ernest & Mary Gulotta Brown
Alfred & Ada Pinell Hebert
Emile & Rita Pinell Sharon
Harry & Faye Martinez
Janice Brown

Mary Ann Gregoire

Belvin Bergeron

Claire Bergeron

Joseph & Maggie Gullotto
George Gullotto

A. J. & Lola Adams

Fred Sanchez, Sr.

J. W. & Sue Bryant

Mrs. E. J. Clifton

Bill Bryant

Lawrence & Winnie Miller
Edward Miller

Paul & Myrtle Richard

Rose Marie LeBlanc

Ronnie Palermo

Mary & Dominick Palermo
Eyoula & Wellim Brown

Carl Brown

Sandra Dupont

Denice Miranda

James & Marie Miranda
Glenda Miranda

Kenneth “Klu” Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Dugas
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Jame Durant

Mr. & Mrs. Jerord Jerry Boudreaux
Marvin Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Manual Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Allen, Sr.
Doris Allen

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Laurent, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Laurent, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Vicknair, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alge “T-sy” Landry, Jr.
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Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Lapeze
Mr. & Mrs. Mose Gibson

Frank, Sue & Philip Ragusa & Family

Placito, Connie & Angelo Mancuso
Lucy, Paul & Jeff Nola Family
The Vincent Morales Family
Bezet & Cazes Families
Tony Gianfela

Ronnie Dugas

Mr. & Mrs. Fallon Trabeaux
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin L. Dugas
Fal B. Naquin

Russell Naquin, Jr.

John & Ann Ruiz

John & Therese Ruiz
Anthony & Frances Palermo
Mervin & Leona Gourgues
Michael Gourgues

Shirley G. Zito

Rosemary M. Cox

The Lazzaro Family

Kolby Lorio

Butch & Sadie Tullier

Philo & Celeste Brown

T. L. & Goldie Lowe
Raphell & Pauline Joffrion
Adam & Emma Pepitone
Brenda Devillier

Violet Boudreaux

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Guillot

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Rivet
Lorenza Carter

Marshall & Virginia Peavy
Cleo & Ella Dupont

Ed & Myrna Hargrove
Sonny Hargrove

Brennan Bujol

Maggie Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Jules J. Noel, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jules J. Noel, Jr.
Sidney & Myrtis Babin
Rudolph & Louise Martinez
Sarah Babin

Ana Martinez

Myrna Kirkland

Charles “Buddy” Miller
Hilda Rose Landry

John William Smith
Lawrence E. Landry

Miller & Landry Families
(Continued in future bulletins)



The St. John 4pm Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve, December 24, 2023 was a joyful event heralding
the coming of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Thanks to the participants of the Nativity reenactment
and their parents.

Performers are Julia Mae Agosta, Camille Berthelot, Robbi-Claire Boudreaux, Charlie Bourgeois,
Trevor Bourque, Brooklynn Cagnolatti, Thomas Cagnolatti, Audrey Couch, Madison David, Jade
Deshotel, Emma Giroir, Holt Hebert, Elliott LoBue, Daniel Rowland and Conner Wilkinson.

Special thanks to the coordinator of the program, Mrs. Jennifer Adams, with the help of her daughters
Hope and Christa, who prepared the children for the presentation.

Photo credit Jennifer Adams

The church will remain open until 3:30pm Sunday, January 14 for anyone who would like
to make a prayerful visit to Our Lord and Savior at the créche.
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Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church Plaquemine, LA

Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 20, 2024-4pm Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Laboure, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo;
Vincent A. & Dr. Larry Ferachi, Ferachi & Hebert Families;
Roland “Dougie” Rivet, Hebert & Rivet Families; Alcee &
Pauline Becnel, Evans & Virgie Dugas; Brennan Eugene
Bujol, Pim & NuNu Clebert, Louise & Edmund Bujol, Basilia
Tella Cotoli: Lorraine “Catty” Hebert, Mary Kay Marchand
Hudson, Hebert & Clement Families; Catherine & Andrew
Roucher; M/M A. J. Rodriguez, M/M Alger Rodriguez,

M/M Vives Vicknair, Scott Marino; Anthony “Tonto”
Pizzolato; M/M Frank Ragusa & Family, M/M Placito
Mancuso & Family, M/M Mose Gibson & Family, J. D. & Ella
Collins & Family; Ruth & Bill Ostergren; Bill Toups, Jr.;

Ernest & Josephine Lapeze, Lapeze Family, Ragusa Family;

Lawrence J. Melancon; Dr. Jessie & Pat DelLee

Sunday, January 21-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners

Sunday, January 21-9am Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo;

Mary Ann Gre%oire, Marie Martinez; Benny & Annie Vaughn,

Jessel & Eula Ourso

Sunday, January 21-11am Mass

Cindy Dickerson; Nolan Bueche llI; Roy A. Hebert Family,
J. Gerald Dupont, Sr. Family; Mary Font, Leslie Font, Jr.,
Ross Campesi, Sr., Marion Campesi

Tuesday, January 23-6pm Mass
David G. Hebert, Clancy Ostergren, Roy & Myrle Hebert

Wednesday, January 24-7am Mass
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Allain

Thursday, January 25-7am Mass

Ronald, Brendon & Dudley Landry, Agnes & Sam Coletti &
Family

Friday, January 26-7am Mass
Ed Bahry

You are Covered in Prayer

May you feel His presence-

Experience His Peace-

Draw from His strength-

Rest in His love-

May God bless and keep you in His loving care.

If someone you know is having major surgery or has been
diagnosed with cancer or any other grave illness, please let
us bring you a prayer blanket to help get you through this
tough time. It matters not the age, all who need it will
receive it. Contact Jane Gauthreaux at 225.413.7157.
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Sanctuary Candle

St. John the Evangelist
Trista Clair Parro

St. Clement of Rome
Beverly & Fred Allain
Angela & J. E. Dupont

Coffee & Donuts

Gary & Dolores Pruitt
(7:30am Mass)

Bobby Blanchard, Susie Burns &
Michelle Sharon (9am Mass)

Altar Society

Altar Society Team 3 will be cleaning the church
Wednesday, January 17 at 8am. Volunteers are
welcome.

2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JESUS - OH, WHAT
PURCHASED (e / ISIT?
SOMETHING : /

VERY VALUABLE, <
AND HE WANTS g
YOU TO BE IN
CHARGE OF ~_
TAKING CARE
OF IT FOR HIM!
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Make an Impact on the Life of a Child

The Angels for Angels program helps
children in our local schools with much
needed items. Teachers contact the Angels
for Angels with a specific need for a specific
child in their classroom.

If you are able to make a financial donation
to positively impact a child’s life in our
community, please call Dr. Katie Berthelot at
225.776.2809 or the church office at
225.687.2402.

The Morning Offering is a free daily devotional
email featuring a saint quote, a meditation,
scripture readings, a bible verse of the day,
saint of the day, the Liturgy of the Hours, and
more—all designed to be read in 5 to 10
minutes!

Startin?1 your morning off with God is the key to
strength and success in your day. Subscribe to
this daiIP/ email and keep the Lord at the center
of your life!

Visit www.mornin offerin .com and start
receiving your email today!

23910 Railroad Avenue

225-687-6337

Plaquemine, LA70764  www.anthembank.com

Belleview

58830 Belleview Rd.

CARVILLE

VETERINARY
CLINIC

687-1060

Dr. Charles L. Carville .
Dr. Katie C. Berthelot

PLAQUEMINE
687-(PETS) 7387

BUTCH FALCON, Certified Sales Consultant
Sales: 225-224-0204
Cell 225-773-8631 ¢ Fax 225-687-5338

cfalcon@ajdohmann.com
www.ajdohmanncdjr.com

24945 Highway 1 South
Plaquemine, LA 70764
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ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

PROCESS LASER SCANNING
ELECTRICAL CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL/PIPING CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
TECHNICAL STAFFING LAND SURVEYING
INSTRUMENTATION PROCUREMENT

LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to
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PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES
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PATRICK GUIDRY DDS

Family Dentistry

24021 RAILROAD AVE.

“Supporting St. John for 105 Years”

CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor
Call 921-2182
Record Your Personal Wishes &
Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement
www.wilbertservices.com

Matthew Maurin
Financial Advisor
985-208-4206
MaurinOfficeMail@kofc.org
www.kofcassetadvisors.org

Catholic Investments for Catholic Investors

Daniel Durand
Exclusive Agent

Daniel Durand Agency
Alistate Insurance Company

58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
danieldurand@allstate.com www.allstateagencies.com/a058962

© 2023 DIOCESAN

24-Hour
Customer Service

6651 LA Hwy. 1 South
Addis, LA 70710

225.749.7309

wiww.BenedettosMarket.com

687-4892
Wi Control, Jnc.
Air Conditioning
& Heating

24330 Sabastian Rd.
A. Wilbert’s Sons, L.L.C.
Land Leasing and Land Management
Since 1887

225-687-3591

Plaguemine, LA

687-6417

“Caring For You
and About You”

225-687-4349 = 225-383-5458 B.R. Line
57930 LaBauve Avenue = Plaquemine, LA
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Lucy Johnson, RPH
www.goudeauspharmacy.com

24025 Eden St. ¢ Plagquemine, LA
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