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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 27, 2023
Rocky

I wonder how many men named Peter know that originally it was a
nickname. Jesus gave Simon a name based on the word for “rock.” Like
any good nickname, Jesus had a reason to give this one. Peter had just
acknowledged Jesus to be the Son of God and the Messiah (Christ).
Jesus used that as an opportunity to teach us about the importance of
faith as the foundation of the church.

The church was initially the Jews who followed Jesus. For them, the
tradition of a coming messiah was a symbol of their hope for the future.
So believing that Jesus was the Messiah first meant that he was the
reason to hope. But more importantly, it showed what “messiah” really
means.

There were many variations on what people thought the messiah would
be. Some expected a political leader who would unite the Jews and
maybe even overthrow their Roman masters. Others thought he would
be a wonder-worker, like a super-hero, who would use his power to
make Israel a great and free nation. Or perhaps the messiah would
provide food and riches in abundance.

By calling Jesus the Messiah, we see that he saves us not by royal

leadership, or amazing feats or great riches, but by giving his life for us

on the cross. He shows that love is a greater power than political power
or wealth. And by learning about Jesus, we learn about the love of God for us. We learn that Jesus has fulfilled all
messianic hopes. He unites not just the Jews, but all people who believe in him. He sets us free from sin and death. He
feeds our spiritual hunger with his own Body and Blood in the Eucharist.

By commending Peter’s faith, Jesus shows us that faith is the foundation (rock) of the church. For the church is not
just a social club of people who like to worship the same way; it is a family of people who believe all that Jesus taught
because we believe in the person of Jesus. That is, we don’t just believe that Jesus was real. We affirm that he is alive
and important to our lives. We have experienced him in his words, in the sacraments, and in each other. May our faith
always be solid as a rock.

Tom Schmidt



August 27, 2023
Dear Family:

Although Jesus' disciples may have hoped that he was the Messiah they awaited, they needed
confirmation for such a radical claim. Jesus offered that confirmation slowly, establishing solid
foundations before building further. For example, the disciples offer a list of people to whom many
have compared Jesus---John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or another prophet. We can sense that they
had weighed each option and found it lacking. Peter's response, ""You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God," may have been something he had been considering for a while, or it may have come to him
in the moment. Either way, Jesus recognizes that the insight came from the Father.

Peter's awareness brought him a new mission. This was symbolized in his new name and a special
grace, the ""power of the keys," a unique spiritual gift to support the leadership to which he was
called. Christians throughout the centuries have discovered similar missions in their conversions. A
sudden awareness of Christ's presence and power brings with it a new identity and unique grace. For
example, St. Francis had a sudden conversion that led to service with the poor. St. Therese of Lisieux
experienced a more gradual conversion and developed a life of intense contemplative awareness.

Christ calls every Christian to a similar, deeper conversion. These encounters may be sudden and
powerful, or they may be gradual and gentle. Like Peter, we come to realize that Christ is more than a
teacher or ancient prophet. He is a loving presence still alive and at work among us. Like Peter, we too
can receive a new identity and unique spiritual gifts. With such new awareness, we can help fulfill the
mission that Christ entrusts to those who bear his name.

Some questions for reflection:

Why is it important that Peter calls Jesus "'the Son of the living God"'?
How has the living Christ called you to serve?

What new gift and identity has Christ given you?

Have a Blessed Week.

Peace,

Fr. Greg
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We congratulate and welcome the St. John
Homecoming Court to 9am Mass.

CATHOLIC .....
THINKING ABOUT IT, OR KNOW OF
SOMEONE THINKING ABOUT IT?

RCIA—RIite of Christian Initiation for Adults is a faith
journey open to all unbaptized or baptized adults who
wish to explore the possibility of becoming Catholic.

If you are interested in knowing more about the
Catholic faith and even exploring the possibility of
becoming Catholic, please join us this fall for a
wonderful faith journey.

Classes are held every Sunday following 9am Mass
until 10:45am in the church office conference room.
The dates for RCIA are Sunday, September 10, 2023,
then every Sunday until December 10.

RCIA resumes after Advent on Sunday, January 7,

2024 following 9am Mass until 10:45am, then every
Sunday at 9am Mass until Easter Vigil on Saturday,
March 30.

Register online under the FORMATION tab on our
website, www.stjohnchurchplag.org or call Donna
Carville at 225.687.2402 for more information.

RITUALSONG
(Readings and Songs this Weekend)
Readings: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time #1254
Entrance: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! #672
Preparation: **Instrumental**
Communion: All Who Hunger #1032
Sending Forth: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation #852

Baptisms and Baptism Seminars

Baptism Seminars
Monday, September 18, 2023
Monday, October 9, 2023
Monday, November 6, 2023

Baptisms — Following 4pm Mass
Saturday, August 26, 2023
Saturday, September 23, 2023
Saturday, October 28, 2023
Saturday, November 25, 2023

The Baptism Seminars are held on the third floor of the
church office at 7pm. The Baptisms are usually held on
the fourth Saturday of the month following 4pm Mass.

Dates are subject to change. Please call Lily at the
church office (225.687.2402) during the early stages of
pregnancy to confirm the dates of the seminar.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

These words of Saint Mother Theresa are an excellent
invitation to prayer before the Blessed Sacrament:

“I worry some of you still have not really met
Jesus—one to one—you and Jesus alone. We may
spend time in the chapel—but have you seen with
the eyes of your soul how He looks at you with love?
Do you really know the living Jesus—not from
books but from being with Him in your heart? Have
you heard the loving words He speaks to you? Ask
for the grace; He is longing to give it. Until you can
hear Jesus in the silence of your own heart, you will
not be able to hear Him saying ‘I Thirst’ in the
hearts of the poor. Never give up this daily intimate
contact with Jesus as the real living person—not
just the idea.” —Saint Mother Teresa, p.129-130

The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm. To
volunteer for a scheduled hour or as a substitute,
contact JoAnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

A Vocation View

As a parish family, and in your individual

families, pray that God will bless us with an
increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious
life. If you think God is calling you to a Church
vocation, call or email Rev. Joshua Johnson at
225.336.8778, jjchnson@diobr.org.

Daily Scripture Readings
August 27-September 2, 2023

Sunday, August 27:

Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20
Monday, August 28:

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1-6, 9; Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday, August 29:

1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-6; Mk 6:17-29
Wednesday, August 30:

1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12b; Mt 23:27-32
Thursday, August 31:

1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5, 12-14, 17; Mt 24:42-51
Friday, September 1:

1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 10-12; Mt 25:1-13
Saturday, September 2:

1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30

GROWING IN FAITH
Fall Bible Studies Begin

The Gospel According to Mark
Monday, September 11 — 4-5:30pm
This 14-part series on the Gospel of Mark will show
us St. Peter's account of Christ's life and teaching
since Mark was a follower and scribe for St. Peter,
the first leader of the church appointed by Christ.

Exodus: Called to Freedom

Thursday, September 14

1:30-3pm or 6:15-7:45pm
This 10-part series looks through the lens of Christ
and the Church to show that, more than just seeking
to free his people from the domination of Pharaoh,
God desired to free his people from the far more
dangerous grip of sin. The Exodus story is not just
Israel’s story but our story as well, because it reveals
who God is and what he calls us to be.

Both Bible Studies, will be held in the church office
and are free of charge. To sign up, please call the
church office at 225.687.2402.
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Mass Intentions — September 2-8, 2023

Saturday, September 2-4pm Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Robert Mooney, A. J. & Margie Doiron, Sylvia Gascon;
M/M L. J. Raymond, M/M Joseph E. Bujol; Carol Brandt, Raymond & Amanda Ducote; J. Hubert Millet, Milda Millet,
Louis Family, M/M Harold Marionneaux; Winnie & Harry Gallagher, Ethel & Harry Blanchard; Michael Laurent;
Sidney “Benny”, Rose & Sid Quatrevingt; Gulotto Family, M/M Houston LaBauve, Sr., Claudia LaBauve, Cecilia
Laurent; Yvonne G. Melancon, John E., Cecile D. & Maurice E. Brown, Joan B. Heath, Brown & Duhon Families;
Ronnie Palermo, Brown Family, Palermo Family; Alfred, Mercedese, Lester & Mary Carville, M/M Edmund Buijol,
Reid & Gerry Rainey; Faye & Harry Martinez; M/M Victor Crescionne, Crescionne Family, Michelle Family, Sister
Joycelin Staempfli; Charles & Marion Clement; Carol Breaux Sims; John Hawley Landry, Kathleen Landry; Conrad
“Poopy” Joffrion; Jack Laurent

Sunday, September 3-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners

Sunday, September 3-9am Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Jaynell Lopez, Albert Lopez, Jr., Johnson & Lopez Families;
Fred Hebert, George & Gloria Ramirez, Agnes & Jimmy LeBlanc; Glynn Hebert, A Special Intention; Alberta Buquoi,
Michael Clause, Mary Jo Primeaux; Denise Miranda; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Ourso; Virginia Simon;
The Calvaruso Family; Devin & Douglas Durand; Dwayne Strickland

Sunday, September 3-11am Mass

Cindy Dickerson; Ronald, Brendon & Dudley Landry, Agnes & Sam Colletti & Family, A Special Intention through the
Intercession of St. Peregrine, St. Jude, St. Joseph & Mother Mary; Brenda Fremin, Luke & Mary Fremin, Charles &
Rosa Drago, Ellis & Enola Fremin; George “Brother” Michel, Alvin J. Daigle, Sr. Family, Alvin J. “Peta” Daigle, Jr.,
Edith E. Guillot; Isaac Jr. & Brent Vaughn, Nilda & Isaac Vaughn; David Borden Tidmore; Ann Bryant Wilbert Arbour

Tuesday, September 5-6pm Mass
Dennis Ourso

Wednesday, September 6-7am Mass
Llewelyn LeDoux

Thursday, September 7-7am Mass
Trista Parro, Diane Irwin, Judy & August Sharsky

Friday, September 8-7am Mass
Marie Ragusa LeBlanc

Sanctuary Candle 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
August 27, 2023 ITS AN -\ywl\
St. John the Evangelist E-MATL

FROM THE

BISHOP.
\

David G. Hebert

St. Clement of Rome
Mary Ann Gregoire

Coffee & Donuts
September 3, 2023

Guy & Sabrina Ruggiero (7:30am Mass) HE'S SENDING OVER - RN
A TECH TO CHANGE a
Blane & Deryl Ourso (9am Mass) ALL THE CURSORS :
TO BLESSORS. ~ -

Altar Society : =

Altar Society Extra Team 3 will be . .
cleaning the church Wednesday, August 30 at 8am. Seplee {é‘,ﬁr
Volunteers are welcome. . [ [ E——
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23910 Railroad Avenue

225-687-6337

Plaquemine, LA70764  www.anthembank.com

Belleview

58830 Belleview Rd.

CARVILLE

VETERINARY
CLINIC

687-1060

Dr. Charles L. Carville .
Dr. Katie C. Berthelot

PLAQUEMINE
687-(PETS) 7387

BUTCH FALCON, Certified Sales Consultant
Sales: 225-224-0204
Cell 225-773-8631 ¢ Fax 225-687-5338

cfalcon@ajdohmann.com
www.ajdohmanncdjr.com

24945 Highway 1 South
Plaquemine, LA 70764
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Procurement Facility Services Instrumentation
Safety/Risk Architectural Automation
Structural Electrical Survey
Process Mechanical Civil
Laser Scan Construction Support Piping
Field Services Staffing

225.810.3100 www.sigmaec.com

Get this bulletin
emailed to you
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/5595
...0r scan

PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES
KATHRYN C. ELKINS, MD MicHAEL M. QuUINN, MD
59325 Riverwest Dr., Suite D Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-3055 Fax (225) 687-6686
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PATRICK GUIDRY DDS

Family Dentistry
24021 RAILROAD AVE. 687-4892
Wir Contrel, Inc.

Air Conditioning

“Supporting St. John for 105 Years” & Heating
CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor 24330 Sabastian Rd.
Call 921-2182 A. Wilbert’s Sons, L.L.C.
Record Your Personal Wishes & Plaguemine, LA Land Leasing and Land Management
Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement Since 1887
www.wilbertservices.com 687-6417 225-687-3591

225-231-6606

www.cottonportbank.com

Matthew Maurin
Advisor
985-208-4206
MaurinOfficeMail@kofc.org
www.kofcassetadvisors.org

Catholic Investments for Catholic Investors

“Caring For You
and About You”

225-687-4349 = 225-383-5458 B.R. Line
57930 LaBauve Avenue = Plaquemine, LA
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Lucy Johnson, RPH
www.goudeauspharmacy.com

Daniel Durand 24-Hour

Exclusive Agent Customer Service .

Daniel Durand Agency 24025 Edel‘l St. ° Plaquemlne, LA
Alistate Insurance Company 6651 LA Hwy. 1 South

Addis, LA70710
225.749.7309

wiww.BenedettosMarket.com

58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764
Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
danieldurand@allstate.com www.allstateagencies.com/a058962
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