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The Transfiguration of the Lord
August 6, 2023
Lord, it is good that we are here. (Matthew 17:4)

Peter, James, and John must have wondered why Jesus called them
aside and led them up that mountain. Did he have an important
teaching to give them? An exciting mission? A special blessing? Jesus
gave them all of this—and so much more. At his transfiguration, he
offered these three eyewitnesses a revelation of who he is: the Son of
God (Matthew 17:5). He gave them a glimpse of his glory.

We can hardly fault them for their stunned silence. Only Peter could
find words to respond to Jesus’ glorious appearance—and his desire to
build tents for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah only demonstrated just how
little he understood (Matthew 17:4)! Peter was just beginning to see
that Jesus was no ordinary teacher. He was beginning to see that Jesus
was the Lord, the God of Moses and Elijah, the God of the Law and the
Prophets. And what he saw filled his heart with joy. So he said, “Lord,
it is good that we are here” (17:4).

It is good to be with the Lord! It’s what we were created for. Whether

we realize it or not, our hearts long for God and an awareness of his

presence. He is our greatest good! And Jesus longs to reveal that

goodness to us even more than we long to know him. That’s why he
took on flesh and became a man. That’s why he poured out his Holy Spirit. And that’s why he is truly and fully
present in the Eucharist at every Mass.

Today, Jesus wants to give you a glimpse of his glory. He wants to assure you that he is the Lord: alive, powerful,
and close to you. Jesus invites you to lift your eyes and your heart toward heaven and ask the Spirit to give you
spiritual eyes to see him. So as the priest holds up the Host and Precious Blood at Mass today, you can proclaim
in faith with Peter . . .

“Lord, it is good that I am here with you!”

“Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 7115 Guilford Dr #100, Frederick, MD 21704 Issue Date August
2023, wau.org, 1-800-775-9673.”



August 6, 2023
Dear Family:

Each gospel tells of Jesus' transfiguration or implies that it occurred (Matt 17:18; Mark 9:2-8;

Luke 9:28-36; John 1:14), but its meaning for Jesus’ mission and our discipleship remains a

mystery. This year the transfiguration account comes from the Gospel of Matthew, who understands it
as a moment of new awareness. The disciples came to see Jesus as God sees him.

The disciples had realized that Jesus was the Messiah, but they struggled to understand fully what that
meant (Matthew 16:16-28). God's revelation to the apostles confirmed that Jesus was God's beloved
Son whose teaching and example they should follow without fear.

In Israelite tradition, certain characteristics belonged to God alone. As the first reading and psalm
recount, God had power over clouds and exhibited sun-like radiance. The first reading speaks of other
divine characteristics-authority, glory, and kingship-that God has shared with a mysterious being called
""one like a son of man™ (Daniel 7:13)

Jesus' transfiguration reveals to Peter, James, and John that he is that being. A cloud surrounds him,
his face and clothing glow, and God reveals a Father's love. Insights once limited to mystics and
prophets now belong to fishermen who can behold such things without fear.

The second reading promises that such insight can become ours. Peter, James, and John were just the
first who saw the glory of the Son they loved and followed. Indeed every Christian who believes and
pays attention can encounter the risen Christ transfigured. But the transfiguration is about more than
Christ. Every person is beloved in the eyes of God, but we can be slow to understand God's reasons for
this. By recognizing the glory of the living Christ, we can tune our hearts to apprehend the subtler
glory of every person on earth.

Some questions for reflection:

How is the first reading reflected in the Gospel account of the transfiguration?

What insights have helped you understand Christ in a deeper way?

How has understanding Christ helped you love your brother and sisters?

School begins for most of us this week. Be assured of our prayers for students, parents, teachers,
coaches, bus drivers, administrators, support staff and organizations as we begin a new school

year. May God Bless Us with a faithful new year of educating minds and hearts in the way of the Lord.
Peace,

Fr. Greg
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PSR (Parish School of Religion) and
Sacramental Prep — Register NOW
Online registration is open for
Confirmation and 1st Eucharist. Access forms via
our church website, www.stjohnchurchplag under
the Formation tab. Schedules are also posted under
Formation.

The deadline to register is Sunday, August 20, 2023.

RITUALSONG
(Readings and Songs this Weekend)
Readings: The Transfiguration of the Lord #1305
Entrance: This is the Feast of Victory #618
Preparation: **Instrumental**
Communion: God of Day and God of Darkness #899
Sending Forth: We Walk by Faith #783

CATHOLIC .....

THINKING ABOUT IT
OR KNOW OF SOMEONE THINKING ABOUT IT?

RCIA—RIite of Christian Initiation for Adults is a faith
journey open to all unbaptized or baptized adults who
wish to explore the possibility of becoming Catholic.

If you are interested in knowing more about the
Catholic faith and even exploring the possibility of
becoming Catholic, please join us this fall for a
wonderful faith journey.

Classes are held every Sunday following 9am Mass
until 10:45am in the church office conference room.
The dates for RCIA are Sunday, September 10, 2023,
then every Sunday until December 10.

RCIA resumes after Advent on Sunday, January 7,

2024 following 9am Mass until 10:45am, then every
Sunday at 9am Mass until Easter Vigil on Saturday,
March 30.

For information, call Donna Carville through the
church office at 225.687.2402.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Do not be afraid. —Luke 5:10

Let Jesus’ words to Peter settle in your heart as well.
Let them convince you that it’s perfectly safe to come
into the presence of God. On the contrary, it’s the most
rewarding, joyous, saving thing you could ever do—
and you can do it every single day!

“The Word Among Us” Daily Meditation

September 1, 2022

The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm. To
volunteer for a scheduled hour or as a substitute,
contact JoAnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

Altar Society

The St. John Altar Society annual dues
(%$20) are due in August. You may drop your dues in
an envelope marked “St. John Altar Society” in the
church collection basket. Please make checks out to
St. John Altar Society.

Altar Society Team 2 will be cleaning the church
Wednesday, August 9 at 8am. Volunteers are
welcome.

Baptisms and Baptism Seminars

Baptism Seminars
Monday, August 7, 2023
Monday, September 4, 2023
Monday, October 2, 2023

Baptisms
Saturday, August 26, 2023

Saturday, September 23, 2023
Saturday, October 28, 2023

The Baptism Seminars are held on the third floor of the
church office at 7pm. The Baptisms are usually held on
the fourth Saturday of the month following 4pm Mass.

Dates are subject to change. Please call Lily at the
church office (225.687.2402) during the early stages of
pregnancy to confirm the dates of the seminar.

A Vocation View

Let us pray for an increase of vocations to

the priesthood and religious life as a

Church—not only for our diocese but also for the
church throughout the world. If you think God is
calling you to a Church vocation, call or email Rev.
Joshua Johnson at 225.336.8778,
ijohnson@diobr.org.

Angels for Angels

The Angels for Angels program has been able to
help children in our local schools with much needed
items. Teachers contact the Angels for Angels with a
specific need for a specific child in their classroom.

Volunteers are needed to relieve the burden some
teachers face who use their own monies to purchase
these items. If you are able to make a positive impact
in a child’s life in our community, please call Dr.
Katie Berthelot at 225.776.2809 or the church office
at 225.687.2402.

Daily Scripture Readings
August 6-12, 2023

Sunday, August 6:

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;
Mt 17:1-9

Monday, August 7:

Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday, August 8:

Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36 or
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14

Wednesday, August 9:

Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Ps 106:6-7, 13-14,
21-23; Mt 15:21-28

Thursday, August 10:

2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26
Friday, August 11:

Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28
Saturday, August 12:

Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Mt 17:14-20
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Mass Intentions — August 12-18, 2023

Saturday, August 12-4pm Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; John & Ann Ruiz, Anthony & Frances Palermo, Aubrey
Quebedeaux, Blanche, Robert & Raymond Quebedeaux; Mike “Fuzzy” Marino, Melissa Jarreau, Maggie David,
Amadee David, Edwin “Peanut” Gras, Houston Blanchard, Lisa J. Sands, Adam Sands, Glenda “Phyne” Cedotal,
Johnny Zito, Sr., Johnny Zito, Jr.; Joe, Marion, Warren, Stafford Daigle; Joseph Graves, W. A. Graves Family; Michael
Rarick, Thomas Morales Family; J. Hubert Millet, Milda Millet, Louis Family, M/M Harold Marionneaux; Catherine &
Andrew Roucher, Wilford C. Benoit; Michael Laurent; Lucy Boudreaux; Janice Brown; M/M Frank Ragusa & Family,
M/M Placito Mancuso & Family, M/M Mose Gibson & Family, J. D. & Ella Collins & Family; M/M Tony Falcon,
Anthony Falcon, Camille Tempanaro, M/M Ray Murry, M/M Earl Quatrevingt, M/M C. J. Saurage, M/M Ronald Lee
Gary, Tommy, Brian, Jay & Randy Quatrevingt, M/M Frank Tempanaro, Brandi Quatrevingt, Sharkey Altazin; Wayne
Gary, Jerry Fontenot, Bernice & Cyprien Gary; M/M Edmond Gomez & Family; Evelyn Varnell; Berthelot & Guillot
Families; John “Shane” David Smith; John Hawley Landry, Kathleen Landry; Joan B. Heath, Maurice Brown, Joe
Rockforte, Judy Priester; EImire Caffarel; Scott Marino, A. J. & Nera Rodriguez

Sunday, Auqust 13-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners

Sunday, August 13-9am Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Rosemary Cox; Josephine Pizzolato Robinson, Jean A.
Pizzolato, Anthony “Tonto” Pizzolato, M/M Gasper Pizzolato, Sr. Family; Mary Ann Gregoire; Bill Toups, Jr.; Mitchell
Dufour, Boudreaux & Dufour Families; Denise Miranda; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Ourso; Virginia
Simon; Anthony Cilano; V. J. Vicknair, Emily & Paul Bourgeois

Sunday, August 13-11am Mass

Cindy Dickerson; Michael Shepherd, “Se Se” Becnel, Alcee & Pauline Becnel; Dominic Engolio, Pauline & Joseph
Engolio, Charles Engolio; Buck Fourroux; Kathy Kocke, Oliver & Edward Jr.; Marshall & Virginia Peavy, Cleo & Ella
Dupont; Brenda Fremin; Isaac Jr. & Brent Vaughn, Ezora & Sidney Hedges; Ray, T. N. & Steve Patin; Wayne & Colby
Gomez, Pitre & Gomez Families; M/M Thomas Keith & Family; Betty Keith

Tuesday, August 15-6pm Mass

Frank, Josie, Anthony & Victor Canella; M/M Dalfray Cavalier, Jean Claude Cavalier, M/M J. C. LeBlanc, Stephen
LeBlanc; Dwight Marix, Carlysle Marix; Randy, Lucy, Peter & Florence Morales; A Special Intention through the
Intercession of St. Peregrine, St. Jude, St. Joseph and Mother Mary

Wednesday, August 16-7am Mass
Niece, Nephews, Great Niece & Great, Great Nieces

Thursday, August 17-7am Mass
Ronald, Brendon & Dudley Landry, Agnes & Sam Colletti & Family; A Special Intention through the Intercession of
St. Peregrine, St. Jude, St. Joseph and Mother Mary

Friday, August 18-7am Mass
Jaynell Lopez, Albert Lopez, Jr., Johnson & Lopez Families

Sanctuary Candle You are Covered in Prayer
August 6, 2023 _ May you feel His presence-
St. John the Evangelist Experience His Peace-
' Mrs. Elmire Caffarel Draw from His strength-

Rest in His love-

St. Clement of Rome May God bless and keep you in His loving care.

Wayne Gomez

If someone you know is having major surgery or

Coffee & Donuts has been diagnosed with cancer or any other grave
August 13, 2023 illness, please let us bring you a prayer blanket to
' help get you through this tough time. It matters

June Pinsonat, Sandra Bizette & not the age, all who need it will receive it.

Mary Jo Caffarel (7:30am Mass)
Roger & Roger Sadden (9am Mass) Contact Jane Gauthreaux at 225.413.7157.
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Devotion of the Month

The Church dedicates the month of August
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

It is a dogma of the Catholic faith that
Mary is the Immaculate Conception; that is, in
preparation for the Incarnation of the Second
Person of the Holy Trinity in her womb, she was
conceived without the corruption of sin through the
infinite merits of her Son, Jesus Christ.

Over the centuries, as saints and theologians
reflected on how Mary pondered and treasured the
sacred events from the life of Christ in her holy
heart, as attested in Scripture, her pure heart was
recognized as something to be imitated.

Devotion to Our Lady’s purity of heart began to
flower, so much so that in the 17th century St. John
Eudes promoted it alongside the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. The devotion rose to a new level after the
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, when Mary
revealed an image of her Immaculate Heart to
Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco.

Visit www.morningoffering.com.
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