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Masses:
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
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Wed., Thurs., Fri. 7:00 am

Baptism: Please contact the Parish Office.

Marriage: Please contact the pastor a minimum of
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Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Tuesday 5:3
Saturday 3:0

Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2022
The ax lies at the root of the trees. (Matthew 3:10)

John the Baptist was enjoying great success in convincing people to
respond to his call to repentance. People from all around Israel, and from
every walk of life, were coming out to be washed clean of their sins and to
recommit themselves to the law of the Lord. But things didn’t go so
smoothly when some Pharisees and Sadducees showed up. “Produce good
fruit as evidence of your repentance,” John challenged them (Matthew
3:8). Don’t come just for a washing. Actually change your life.

For John, repentance without change was like cutting off one branch of a
tree when plenty of other branches are still bearing bad fruit. You need to
take an “ax” to the entire root system that feeds all the branches (Matthew
3:10). You need to ask the Lord to cut away the foundational attitudes and
root sins that keep feeding all the other sins.

What are these roots? They differ with each person. Maybe they include
long-standing resentments, positions of pride and self-sufficiency and
prejudice, selfish desires, or a lack of compassion. Whatever they are, we
have to trust that as we ask the Lord to cut away these roots, we’ll find
freedom and a greater ability to change.

God wants to give us a new way of thinking and acting. He wants to

replace our foolishness with his wisdom. He wants to give us insights into
his love and all that he can do in our hearts. And he wants to give us strength to obey his commands. But we have to
come to him and confess our need.

At Mass today, you will be invited to cry out, “Lord, have mercy.” But you will also ask Jesus, “Only say the word,
and my soul shall be healed.” Jesus loves to forgive your sins, but he longs to heal your soul—your “roots”—even
more. So welcome him in. Ask his Spirit to keep making you into a new creation.

“Come, Lord, teach me to bear fruit in keeping with my repentance.”

“Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 7115 Guilford Dr #100, Frederick, MD 21704 Issue Date
December 2022, wau.org, 1-800-775-9673.”



BRINGING CHRISTMAS JOY

Parish Open House
On Saturday, December 3, spend the
afternoon with us at the St. John Rectory
for our Parish Open House.

Everyone is invited to join Fr. Greg for an afternoon
of refreshments and fellowship directly following
4pm Mass from 5pm until 7pm.
Advent Giving Tree
Giving Tree gifts are now due. Please place
your gifts around one of the Christmas trees
in church with the candy cane holding the child’s name
attached to the gift. Sorting will take place Sunday,
December 11 in the Parish Hall with distribution on
Monday, December 12.
*khkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkx
St. Joseph Altar Christmas Potluck Luncheon
Friday, December 9 — 11am-2pm
St. John Parish Hall
Bring a dish and an ornament.
Contact Betty Aucoin at 225.776.1685.
*khkhkkhkkhhkhkhkhkkx
GEMS (50 vears and older)
Christmas Potluck Luncheon

Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2022
Time: 1lam-1pm
Place: St. John Parish Hall

Meats, soft drinks and bread will be provided. Please
bring a side dish or dessert.

*hkhkhkkkkhx

Calling All Volunteers!!
Volunteers are needed to assemble the créche
on Friday, December 9 and to help decorate the church
Monday, December 12. If you can help, please call
Bruce Capone at 225.776.2169 or Donna Carville at
225.776.3205.
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Holiday Visits to Homebound
We will be visiting the homebound, the sick
and elderly parishioners during the holidays
beginning Friday, December 16.

Students will be baking goodies Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, December 10, 11 and 12. If any student is
interested in bringing joy to the homebound by helping
bake, please call Donna Purpera at 225.716.0450.
(Service hours will be given).

If anyone would like to help in any way, please call
JoAnn Landry at 225.776.0782.

*hkkhkhkhhkhkk

Catholic Daughters Christmas Potluck Dinner
Sunday, December 18 — 4:30pm
St. John Parish Hall

Bring your favorite dish. We will be collecting toiletry
items for the Battered Women’s Shelter in Baton Rouge
and monetary donations for the ARC Christmas party.
*kkhkkhkkhkkkkkk

Christmas Flower Envelopes
The envelope for Christmas flowers has been
placed in the December packet of envelopes. The
names of loved ones remembered with Christmas
flowers will be published in future bulletins.

RITUALSONG
(Readings and Songs this Weekend)
Readings: Second Sunday of Advent #1093
Entrance: People, Look East #501
Preparation: **Instrumental**
Communion: One Bread, One Body #1027
Sending Forth: Soon and Very Soon #954

Masses for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception on Thursday, December 8 will
be at 7am and 6pm.

Our office will be closed Thursday,
December 8 in observance of the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception.
Church Dedication for December:
The Immaculate Conception

The Blessed Mother was called “full of Grace” by
the angel Gabriel because she was first conceived
without sin. As the church prepares for the coming
of Christ on Christmas day, meditating on the
mystery of Mary’s immaculate conception can
remind us of the saving work Jesus came to do
through His incarnation.

Advent Reconciliation

Father Greg will be hearing confessions from 6-7pm
Wednesday, December 7 & Wednesday, December 21.

The Advent Wreath Candles for the
2nd Sunday of Advent burn in
loving memory of:

Roland “Dougie” Rivet
Andrew & Josephine Canova & Family

SAVE THE DATE!
Epiphany Concert
Epiphany Sunday ~ January 8, 2023 ~ 4pm
St. John Church

Women'’s Silent Advent Retreat

When: Saturday, December 10, 2022
10:30am-3pm

Where: St. John the Evangelist Church Parish Hall

Lead by: The Holy Spirit & Gwen Hayes

A light lunch will be provided. Register today by
calling 225.687.2402.

A Vocation View

John the Baptist was called to prepare the

way of the Lord. Is God calling you to be a priest,
brother, or sister to do the same? If you think God is
calling you, call or email Rev. Joshua Johnson at
225.336.8778, jjohnson@diobr.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

These words of Jesus are an excellent invitation to
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament:

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart;
and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden light.” (Mt 11:28-30)

The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm. To
volunteer for a scheduled hour or as a substitute,
contact JoOAnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

Daily Scripture Reading
December 4-10, 2022

Sunday, December 4:

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9;

Mt 3:1-12

Monday, December 5:

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday, December 6:

Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3,10-13; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday, December 7:

Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30

Thursday, December 8:

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Friday, December 9:

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday, December 10:

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Our Brothers Keeper Thrift Store

Our Brothers Keeper Thrift Store, 58311 Plaquemine
Street, sells gently used clothing and other household
items provided by donations from us. Proceeds after
paying rent and utilities are used to support
community needs such as the school uniform
distribution, St. John Church maintenance, and repairs
to St. Clement Church.

Please continue to bring your donated items to them
during store hours 8am-1pm, Monday through Friday.

Retirement Fund for Religious

Lighten the load. An abbot writes, “Your gift

helps ease our worldly burdens and allows us
to continue living out our mission of seeking God and
serving the church.” Donations to next week’s
Retirement Fund for Religious collection help
hundreds of US religious communities to provide for
their aging members. Please give generously.

For more information go to https://retiredreligiuos.org.

Fhkkkkkikhkik

Online Giving

Join the parishioners who are using ONLINE
GIVING for automated giving to St. John. Itis
secure and convenient. There is no cost to you, and
the program provides a great benefit to our parish.

To sign up for ONLINE GIVING,
visit www.stjohnchurchplag.org.

NEED SACRAMENTS?

If you are in need of Marriage preparation, Baptism,
1st Reconciliation, 1st Communion, Confirmation,
Communion to the Sick and Homebound or Anointing
of the Sick, contact the Church Office at 225.687.2402
or go to www.stjohnchurchplag.com for more
information.

Marriage

Couples contemplating marriage should contact the
Church 6 months prior to the wedding. Plans should
not be made before contacting the Church office.
Anyone previously married must have an annulment
freeing them to marry in the Catholic Church. This
includes members of other denominations seeking to
marry Catholics in the Catholic Church.

For more information or to schedule a wedding, please
ask for Susan Landry.

*kkhkkkikhkkk

Baptisms and Baptism Seminars

Baptism Seminars
Monday, December 5, 2022
Monday, January 9, 2023
Monday, February 6, 2023

Baptism
Saturday, January 21, 2023

Saturday, February 18, 2023

The Baptism Seminars are held on the third floor of the
church office at 7pm. The Baptisms are usually held on
the fourth Saturday of the month following 4pm Mass.

Dates are subject to change. Please contact Lily
Skidmore during the early stages of pregnancy to
confirm the dates of the seminar.

*kkkkkhkhkk

1st Reconciliation, 1st Eucharist &
Confirmation

For 1st Reconciliation, 1st Eucharist and Confirmation,
please contact Wanda Ashley, Director of Religious
Education to fill out the required forms and attend the
required classes.

*hkkkhkhkkhkhkik

Community Lay Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist

Community Lay Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist bring Communion weekly to those who are
unable to attend Mass. They may be ill, confined to
their homes or care facilities. Families of the sick are
encouraged to notify Marsha Dupont to request a
Eucharistic Minister.

*hkhkkhkhkkhk

Anointing of the Sick

Every First Tuesday following 6pm Mass, our parish
celebrates the SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF
THE SICK for those who are seriously ill, experiencing
depression, battling cancer treatments, disabled in any
way, the elderly and those who are to undergo surgery
in the near future. Father Greg will administer the
Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday, December 6, 2022.

Four to six months is recommended between anointing
unless otherwise urgent.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Intentions — December 10-16, 2022

Saturday, December 10-4pm Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labourg,
Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Joseph Graves, W. A. Graves Family,
Michael Rarick, Thomas Morales Family; Lee & Betty Mooney, Robert Mooney, Sylvia Gascon; Aubrey
Quebedeaux, Aline, Mit & Dub Comeaux; M/M Edmond Gomez, Sr., Edmond Gomez, Jr., Kathleen Garrene,
Chris Gomez; Douglas Breaux & Family, Salvador F. Spano & Family; Winnie & Harry Gallagher, Ethel &
Harry Blanchard; Lonnie Michel, Baco Romero; Denise Miranda; Flo Ourso; Liz Adams; Le Huu Canh

Sunday, December 11-7:30am Mass
St. John Parishioners

Sunday, December 11-9am Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré,
Sister Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Charlotte May & Caroline Elizabeth
Carville, Stephen LeBlanc; Mary Ann Gregoire; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Mae Ourso; Virginia
Simon; V. J. Vicknair, Emily & Paul Bourgeois; Robert & May Berta Olano, Paul E. Joffrion, Sr,, Keith
Edenfield; Denise Miranda; Edmond Gomez, Jr.

Sunday, December 11-11am Mass

Cindy Dickerson; Marshall & Virginia Peavy, Cleo & Ella Dupont; Brenda Fremin; Sam “Buttie” & Lucille
Distefano; Mary Francis; Isaac Jr. & Brent Vaughn, Nilda & Isaac VVaughn, Sr.; George “Brother” Michel,
Alvin J. Daigle Family, Alvin J. “Peta” Daigle, Edith E. Michel; Christopher Stassi

Tuesday, December 13-6pm Mass
Van & Thelma Junot, Elvis & Mamie Rabalais; Frances & Tony Savariste; Ronald, Brendon & Dudley
Landry & Families, Agnes & Sam Coletti & Families

Wednesday, December 14-7am Mass
John H. Businelle

Thursday, December 15-7am Mass
Ronnie Palermo

Friday, December 16-7am Mass
Brenda Fremin
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23910 Railroad Avenue
Plaquemine, LA 70764

Belleview

58830 Belleview Rd.

CARVILLE

VETERINARY
CLINIC

687-1060

Dr. Charles L. Carville .
Dr. Katie C. Berthelot

PLAQUEMINE
687-(PETS) 7387

BUTCH FALCON, Certified Sales Consultant
Sales: 225-224-0204
Cell 225-773-8631 ¢ Fax 225-687-5338
cfalcon@ajdohmann.com
www.ajdohmanncdjr.com

24945 Highway 1 South
Plaquemine, LA 70764

225-687-6337

www.anthembank.com

Procurement Facility Services Instrumentation
Safety/Risk Architectural Automation
Structural Electrical Survey
Process Mechanical Civil
Laser Scan Construction Support Piping
Field Services Staffing

225.810.3100 www.sigmaec.com

PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES
KATHRYN C. ELKINS, MD MicHAEL M. QuUINN, MD
59325 Riverwest Dr., Suite D Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-3055 Fax (225) 687-6686



LeBLANC
Pressure WasHING
Clay LeBlanc
225-776-1173

BASIN RIVER
ELECTRICAL SUPPLY

Residential - Commercial - Indus.

24310 Railroad Ave.
687-8178

CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor
Call 921-2182
Record Your Personal Wishes &
Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement
www.wilbertservices.com

PATRICK GUIDRY DDS

Family Dentistry

24021 RAILROAD AVE.

“Supporting St. John for 104 Years”

(225) 687-6396 www.pbclawfirm.com

23827 Eden Street = Plaquemine, LA 70764 225-385-4202

Chris Reeves, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
23725 Church St.
(225) 687-0912

Kyle M. Robichaux, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

(225) 687-9110

PATRICK DOOLEY, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
Dr. With A Gentle Touch
23840 Church Street
Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone: (225) 687-3010

Daniel Durand
Exclusive Agent
Daniel Durand Agency

Alistate Insurance Company
58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
www.allstateagencies.com/a058962

danieldurand@allstate.com

24-Hour

Customer Service

6651 LA Hwy. 1 South
Addis, LA 70710

225.749.7309

wiww.BenedettosMarket.com

58725 Belleview Rd., Ste. Al

687-4892
Wi Control, Jnc.
Air Conditioning
& Heating

24330 Sabastian Rd.
A. Wilbert’s Sons, L.L.C.
Land Leasing and Land Management
Since 1887

225-687-3591

Plaguemine, LA

687-6417

225-231-6606

www.cottonportbank.com

“Caring For You
and About You”

225-687-4349 = 225-383-5458 B.R. Line
57930 LaBauve Avenue = Plaquemine, LA
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Lucy Johnson, RPH
www.goudeauspharmacy.com

24025 Eden St. ¢ Plagquemine, LA

wod uesad0ia®@bulsildAPY 10 9861-L66-008-L 9SI1IBAPY

G659



