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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 4, 2022
Free to Love

St. Paul must have understood today's Gospel very well.
Like Jesus, he knew what being a disciple would cost. It
landed him in prison. Also like Jesus, he is not afraid to
ask others to take that discipleship seriously. And he is
not ashamed to ask a favor: Would Philemon accept his
runaway slave, Onesimus, back into his home? Not just as
a slave, but as a member of his family.

In the Gospel, Jesus talks about the cost of discipleship.
Paul takes that a step further--he reminds us to accept
that cost freely. He could have ordered his friend to free
the slave. Instead of giving an order, he called Philemon
to respond to his request freely. Perhaps we can learn
from that example.

Like Paul, when Jesus commands us to love one another,
he leaves us free to accept that challenge. Remember, he always says, ""Love one another, as | have
loved you™ (John 13:34). Jesus was never compelled to cure anyone or forgive their sins. Yet how often
do we go to church because we were told we have to? Do we volunteer for the picnic only because the
pastor twists our arm?

We can live life just doing what we have to. Or when Jesus offers us a new motive--love for God
because God loves us--we can choose to follow him freely. Let us ask the Spirit to fill us with the
freedom to love.

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.




September 4, 2022
Dear Family:
Happy Labor Day Weekend!

This Sunday's Gospel reading from Luke, like last Sunday's Gospel, draws our attention to discipleship. While last
week's text took place at a table, the setting of today’s passage is quite different. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem,
where he will be crucified. Crowds followed Jesus as he made his way to his death and his resurrection.

Jesus’ words to the people seem shocking. Does Jesus really want us to hate our parents, our spouse, our siblings? Is
this what it takes to be a disciple? Doesn't this contradict Jesus’ teaching on love? Aren’t disciples supposed to love
one another, even those who hate us? Three times in this passage, we hear that unless a person does or does not do
something that person "‘cannot be my disciple.” In essence, Jesus states that we must hate our family, carry our cross,
and renounce our possessions.

Itis helpful to be aware of several literary aspects in this puzzling passage. First of all, some commentators are quick
to point out that the saying about hating family member is a "'Semitic hyperbole." In other words, it is an exaggerated
statement intended to make a point emphatically (consider how even today, when upset, someone might say, I could
just kill him!"* or "'l could wring her neck!"") Jesus is emphasizing that if one chooses to be his disciple, the road ahead
will not be easy. There will be a price to pay, and that price is high. Second, the Greek word that is translated "*hate"
might best be understood as "“prefers.” Thus, the text could be understood as stating, **Whoever prefers family over
me, cannot be my disciple.” Again to be a disciple of Jesus means be ready to follow him without compromise.

Some questions for reflection:

e What does the Gospel tell you about the cost of discipleship? What have you given up to more closely follow
Christ?

¢ How do you balance the command to love all people with what Jesus expresses in this Gospel?

e What question does this Gospel passage stir up in you? Write these questions down and pray over them.

A warm and gracious thank you to all who are giving their treasure of finance to our Church Community here at St.
John. Thanks as well for those who have answered my recent plea for funds to help us with our building projects here
at Church and School. May God continue to bless your generosity of spirit.

Many thanks to all involved with our St. John School that has helped us begin a new year with great spirit and much
hope. Our first school Mass went well and it was good to once again have family members join us. It is especially great
to have the entire student body together again after our two years of pandemic distancing.

Thanks to Mrs. Wanda, the team of catechists and all our students and parents as they began a new year of Religious
Education at a special opening Mass last week.

This weekend begins our parish preparations to celebrate our Annual Acadian Festival. Congratulations to our Miss
Evangeline 2022 and her Court of Princesses. Many thanks to the hard work and dedication of our Knights of
Columbus for their year long work on the Acadian Festival.

Let's look forward together to this great event!

Peace,
Fr. Greg
Daily Scripture Readings — September 5-11, 2022
; ; ; Monday, September 5:
Baptism SerT\Inars a_lnd Baptism 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11, or, for Labor Day, any
Baptism Seminars readings from the Mass “For the Blessings of Human
Monday, September 5, 2022 Labor,” nos. 907-911
Monday, October 3, 2022 Tuesday, September 6:
Monday, November 7, 2022 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 6:12-19
Monday, December 5, 2022 Wednesday, September 7:
Baptisms 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26
Saturday, September 24, 2022 (During Mass) Thursday, September 8:
Saturday, October 22, 2022 Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6abc; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23
Saturday, November 26, 2022 I[:18'21|23] o ber s
riday, September 9:
The Baptism Seminars are held on the third floor of the 1 Cor%;lﬁ-plQ 22p-27- Ps 84:3-6. 12° Lk 6:39-42
church office at 7pm. The Baptisms are usually held on Saturday Se;’)tember, 10: T
the fourth Saturday of the month following 4pm Mass. 1 Cor 10:14-22- Ps 116:12-13. 17-18" Lk 6:43-49
Dates are subject to change. Please call Lily Skidmore Sunday, September 11:
at the church office (225.687.2402) during the early Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13,17,19; 1 Tm 1:12-17,
stages of pregnancy to confirm the dates of the Lk 15:1-32 [1-10]




CATHOLIC .....
THINKING ABOUT IT?
OR KNOW OF SOMEONE
THINKING ABOUT IT?

RCIA—RIite of Christian Initiation for Adults is a faith
journey open to all unbaptized or baptized adults who
wish to explore the possibility of becoming Catholic.

If you are interested in knowing more about the
Catholic faith and even exploring the possibility of
becoming Catholic, please join us this fall for a
wonderful faith journey.

Classes are held every Sunday following 9am Mass
from 9:40am until 10:50am in the church office
conference room. The dates for RCIA are Sunday,
September 11, 2022, then every Sunday until December
4,2022.

RCIA resumes after Advent on Sunday, January 8,
2023 following 9am Mass from 9:40am until 10:50am,
then every Sunday at 9am Mass until Easter Vigil on
Saturday, April 8, 2023.

For more information, contact Donna Carville at
225.687.2402.

RITUALSONG
(Readings and Songs this Weekend)
Readings: Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
#1262
Entrance: Lift High the Cross #981
Preparation: **Instrumental**
Communion: Eye Has Not Seen #819
Sending Forth: O God, Our Help in Ages Past #3804

The St. John Church Office will be closed
Monday, September 5 in observance of
Labor Day.

In Loving Memory...

A grateful acknowledgement is made to the following
persons who donated a memorial gift to St. John the
Evangelist Church in loving memory of:

Jeanette Cavet

Donated by:
The Durand Family

GROWING IN FAITH
FALL BIBLE STUDIES

Church History Taught from a
Solidly Catholic Perspective
Beginning Monday, September 5, 2022 at 5pm

This is our story, our family. As Catholics, we are the
inheritors of holy men and women who over two
thousand years built a great civilization and spread the
gospel throughout the world. The history of the Church
is not just the recitation of popes and saints; it is a story
of adventure, intrigue, rebellion, reform, and devotion.
In this study you will learn about the important people,
places, and events in two thousand years of Church
history, presented in twelve easy-to-remember color-
coded time periods. You will discover the true stories
behind the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, and the
Protestant Reformation. You will also learn about the
massive persecution of Christians in the twentieth
century. Throughout, you will be gaining an
understanding of the workings of the Holy Spirit in our
Church. The cost of this study is $35.

The Gospel According to Mark

Beginning Thursday, September 8, 2022
Mark, the shortest of the four gospels, offers an action-
packed diary of the true Son of God, Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, beginning with his baptism by
John the Baptist that began his 3-year public
ministry. Mark wrote this diary for Peter, the leader of
the original twelve disciples and the first Pope of the
Catholic Church, while he was in Rome evangelizing
before his martyrdom.

The study of Mark's account of Jesus will start on
Thursday, September 8, 1:30-3pm or 6:15-7:45pm.
Please call the church office or Donna Carville at
225.776.3205 to sign up and get your study guide for
$10.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

These words of Jesus are an excellent invitation to
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament:

“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will
be opened.” (Luke 11:9-10)

The Adoration Chapel is open from 4am-10pm. To
volunteer for a scheduled hour or as a substitute,
contact JoOANnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

Join the Adult Choir!

The Adult Choir will be returning

from summer vacation on Sunday,

September 11, 2022 @ the 9:00 a.m.
Mass. If you have been giving thought to how you can
best serve your parish, perhaps it may be the perfect
opportunity for you to join our ranks in this all-
important ministry of the church family.

People have told me many times, “Oh, | can’t sing!”
Or “You don’t want ME in your choir!” My answer to
those statements is always “Yes, you can!” and “Yes,
we do!” There is a popular quote that is attributed to
St. Augustine that you probably have heard many
times: “He who sings prays twice.” Another saying that
comes to mind is one by Henry Van Dyke: “Use what
talents you possess: The woods would be very silent if
no birds sang there except those that sang best.”

So, | invite you to come and see what it is all about. For
now, we will only be singing at the 9:00 a.m. Mass.
Rehearsals will begin at a later date. Feel free to reach
out to me with any questions you may have. We have a
chair for YOU in the choir loft!

Medric










Mass Intentions — September 10-16, 2022

Saturday, September 10-4pm Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; M/M John Caffarel, G. E. Marix Family; Joseph Graves,
W. A. Graves Family; Michael Rarick, Thomas Morales Family; Aubrey Quebedeaux, Dub, Aline & Mit Comeaux;
“Se Se” Becnel, Keller & Percle Families; LeBlanc, Cavalier & Simoneaux Families; Ernest & Josephine Lapeze,
Lapeze Family, Ragusa Family; Ramirez Family, Kirsch Kember Anderson; J. R. Boudreaux, Virgie Junot & Family;
M/M Tony Falcon, Anthony Falcon, Brandi Quatrevingt, M/M Ray Murry, M/M C. J. Saurage, M/M Ronald Gary,
M/M Earl Quatrevingt, Tommy, Jay, Randy & Brian Quatrevingt, M/M Frank Tempanaro, Camille Tempanaro; Patrick
Gaudet, Iris & Audrey Callegan; M/M Edmond Gomez, Sr., Edmond Gomez, Jr., Kathleen Garrene, Chris Gomez;
Winnie & Harry Gallagher, Ethel & Harry Blanchard; Matthew, Doris & Allen Family; Darrel & Kye Boudreaux;
Karen Banta; Lonnie Michel, “Baco” Romero; Michael Shepherd; The Currier Family, Betty Keith & Family

Sunday, September 11-7:30am Mass — St. John Parishioners

Sunday, September 11-9am Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Frances Santangelo LeBlanc, Rita & Mike Santangelo,
Anatole Santangelo; Marie Ragusa LeBlanc, Terry Landry, Sr., Terry Landry, Jr.; Kynlee Bueche; M/M Jimmy Hebert,
Bryan Hebert, James Hebert; Gladys “Butsy” Palermo, Peter A. Palermo, Patrick Burleigh, Doug Brewer; George &
Carol Allain, “Gi Gi” Allain, Barbara Bajon; Edward Kocke, Jr., O. J., Buster & Pearl Hidalgo Songy & Families; Rose
Marie LeBlanc, Thomas & Lillian LeBlanc, Cyril Gilchrist; Lawrence & Winnie Miller, Edward Miller, Paul & Myrtle
Richard; Rosa, Curtis, Brian & Denise Breaux; Janice Brown; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel & Eula Mae Ourso;
Virginia Simon; V. J. Vicknair, M/M Vives Vicknair; Anthony & Margie Vitale, Lloyd & Lillian Bouchereau; Angelo
Mancuso; Clarence “Pete” & Mary Berthelot; Flo Ourso; Earl Alvin Gibson

Sunday, September 11-11am Mass

Cindy Dickerson; John & Ann Ruiz, Joseph Ruiz, Lena P. Brooks; Sue & J. W. Bryant; Marshall & Virginia Peavy,
Cleo & Ella Dupont; Brenda Fremin; Sam “Butte” & Lucille Leggio Distefano; Isaac Jr. & Brent Vaughn, Sidney
Hedges, Jr., Margaret Landry; George “Brother” Michel, Alvin J. Daigle, Sr. Family, Alvin J “Peta” Daigle, Jr., Edith
E. Guillot; Christopher Stassi; T. N., Ray & Stephen Patin; Denise Miranda; Rose Hernandez Boudreaux

Tuesday, September 13-6pm Mass
Van & Thelma Junot, Elvis & Mamie Rabalais; Case, Gum, & Schuler Families; Dr. Micah Day; John M. Dill; David
E. Wendt, Jr., M/M W. E. Barker Ill, Joshua Barker; Denise Miranda

Wednesday, September 14-7am Mass -
Dudley Nicolosi, Beryl Fourroux, _ Vocations _
Nicolosi & Schexnaildre Families Having a loose grasp on those things that

rightly belong to God is required of every follower.
Thursdav: September 15-7am Mass The open hands you are left with will be filled to
A.J. Rodriguez overflowing by God. Can you let go? If God is calling
Friday, September 16-7am Mass you, call or email Fr. Josh Johnson at 225.336.8778,
Roland “Dougie” Rivet jjohnson@diobr.org, or visit www.diobr.org/vocations.

Sanctuary Candle — September 4, 2022 23rd SUNDAY TN ORDINARY TIME

St. John the Evangelist ot 1o CZ/\:\} W

Lorraine “Catty” Hebert & SKYDIVE, YOU

Mary Kay Marchand Hudson HORE yaUAkE
' St. Clement of Rome e
Fred & Beverly Allain, Angela & J. E. Dupont YOU JUMP.

Coffee & Donuts — September 4, 2022

June Pinsonat, Sandra Bizette &
Mary Jo Caffarel (7:30am Mass) THAT'S PRETTY

MUCH WHAT
Steve & Faith Maddox (9am Mass) THEY TOLD US

/ IN SEMINARY.

Altar Society

Altar Society Team 1 will be cleaning the
church Wednesday, September 7 at 8am. Volunteers

(] A !
are welcome! \ P ukea atorvrrad




23910 Railroad Avenue
Plaquemine, LA 70764

225-687-6337

www.anthembank.com

Belleview

58830 Belleview Rd. 687-1060
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Dr. Charles L. Carville, Jr.
Dr. Katie C. Berthelot

PLAQUEMINE
687-(PETS) 7387

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-438-8931

BUTCH FALCON, Certified Sales Consultant
Sales: 225-224-0204
Cell 225-773-8631 « Fax 225-687-5338
cfalcon@ajdohmann.com
www.ajdohmanncdjr.com

24945 Highway 1 South
Plaquemine, LA 70764

See

Your Ad

inc OR

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.438.8931

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Procurement Facility Services Instrumentation
P.O. Box 695 - Plaquemine Safety/Risk Architectural Automation
Structural Electrical Survey
225-687-2091 Process Mechanical Civil
www.TheFirstBank.com Laser Scan Construction Support Piping
Field Services Staffing

225.810.3100 www.sigmaec.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

Catholic Community
with OneParish!

PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES

407850 St John the Evangelist Church (B)

KATHRYN C. ELKINS, MD MicHAEL M. QuINN, MD
59325 Riverwest Dr., Suite D Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-3055 Fax (225) 687-6686

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931




PATRICK GUIDRY DDS

Family Dentistry

24021 RAILROAD AVE.

687-4892

LeBLANC
Pressure WaAsSHING

Clay LeBlanc
225-776-1173

“Supporting St. John for 104 Years”

BASIN RIVER
ELECTRICAL SUPPLY

Residential - Commercial - Indus.

24310 Railroad Ave.
687-8178

Wir Centrol, Inc.
Air Conditioning
& Heating
24330 Sabastian Rd.
A. Wilbert’s Sons, L.L.C.

Land Leasing and Land Management
Since 1887

Plaguemine, LA

(225) 687-6396 www.pbclawfirm.com

687-6417 225-687-3591
225-231-6606
2 i www.cottonportbank.com

CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor
Call 921-2182
Record Your Personal Wishes &
Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement
www.wilbertservices.com

23827 Eden Street = Plaquemine, LA 70764 225-385-4202

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

v’ Ambulance ! $ 95
N " Solutions as Low as amonth
v'Police vFire - 19’
FREE Shipping

vFriends/Family FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/FaILIDBeent:’c[:ii‘ﬁwmed!

NOw! rackls "
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert Easy set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

225-687-4349 = 225-383-5458 B.R. Line
57930 LaBauve Avenue = Plaquemine, LA
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Lucy Johnson, RPH
www.goudeauspharmacy.com

_Interested
“Caring For You in becoming
and About You”
an advertising
representative for

].S. PALUCH?

Please Contact

HEATHER GAUDET
1.800.438.8931

Chris Reeves, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
23725 Church St.
(225) 687-0912

Kyle M. Robichaux, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
58725 Belleview Rd., Ste. Al
(225) 687-9110

PATRICK DOOLEY, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
Dr. With A Gentle Touch
23840 Church Street
Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone: (225) 687-3010

6651 LA Hwy. 1 South
Addis, LA 70710

225.749.7309

www.BenedettosMarket.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
& of the Sea of the United States of America
%Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Health and wellness from our family to yours.
“The OId Reliable”
23460 Eden Street
Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-3546

Online: Download the app
Barkersrx.com

I &< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad"’

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Daniel Durand
Exclusive Agent
Daniel Durand Agency

danieldurand@allstate.com

Q&) Alistate.

You're in good hands.

Customer Service

Alistate Insurance Company
58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
www.allstateagencies.com/a058962
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