St. John the Evangelist Church Pastoral Team:

57805 Main Street — Plaquemine, Louisiana 70764-2531 Eﬁ;ﬁg@&%’ﬁ?{%ﬁ;ﬁﬁ”

Phone: (225) 687-2402 — 687-3337 — Fax: 687-1587 Andrea Young, Coordinator of Religious Education
24 Hour Prayer Line: (225) 687-1554 Donna Carville, R. C. 1. A.

Website: www.stjohnchurchplag.org

Email: stjohnchurchplag@g .br coxmail.com

facebook.com/pages/St John the Evangelist Catholic Church

Parish Office Staff:

Medric Smith, Jr., Business Manager

Marsha Dupont, Secretary

Johnette Gourgues, Secretary

Susan Landry, Secretary

Gary Perrault, Maintenance

Weekend M asses.
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:30am
9:00 am
11:00 am
Monday (Liturgy of theWord) 7:00 am
Wed., Thurs, Fri. (Mass) 7:00 am

First Tuesday of the Month 6:00 pm

(Mass, Novena, Benediction and Anointing of the Sick)
All other Tuesdays - Confessions 5:30 pm

(Mass and Novena) 6:00 pm

Baptism: Please contact the Parish Office

Marriage: Please contact the pastor a minimum of

six months befor e the wedding

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 3:00 pm

March 19, 2017 — Third Sunday of L ent

Education experts often debate testing: when to test students, why, and how. Our readings today suggest that
testing is so central to the human experience that we require proofs even from God. In the book of Exodus, M oses
gives two names to the spot where God provides water from a rock: Meribah, signifying complaint or bickering,
and Massah, meaning a test or proof. When the Israelites complain of their thirst, God provides proof of divine
providence. Water flows from arock, and God passes the test. In the Gospel story of the Samaritan woman at the
well, Jesus passes his own test with flying colors, convincing a skeptical woman that he is indeed the Messiah.
Saint Paul's L etter to the Romans guar antees Christians per manent success--not because we are good at tests, but
because God is. Jesus proves God'slove once and for all by dying for us.

PROVE IT What does it take to convince us of the truth? Some of us need simply to hear from a trusted
authority. Others need time to think an argument through for themselves, step by step. Many of ustend to learn
the hard way, experiencing life's lessons in dramatic and personal ways. Various kinds of evidence work
differently on each of us. For the parched and wandering | sraelites, a miraculous sour ce of water persuades them
toreturn to belief in God. For the Samaritan woman, Jesus' prophetic knowledge of the intimate details of her life
suffices. What will it be for us? What can convince us, forever, that God made us, saved us from death, and
treasures us as beloved children? Saint Paul urges usto stop asking for proof; we need look no further than the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He reminds us how unusual it is for good people to sacrifice themselves
for other good people; it is utterly preposterous for a good person to give his life for "the ungodly," for sinners.
Yet that is precisely what Jesus doesfor us.

LIVE IT Our insatiable need for proof is nothing to be ashamed of. Hunger for evidence points to an active
intellect. Even after we learn an important truth, we need to nurture that knowledge throughout our whole lives.
Most of usfirst heard about Jesus when we were children. We must continue to deepen our under standing as we
mature. In a similar way, the Samaritans first believe their fellow townswoman simply because of her testimony
about Jesus. Then, after encountering him themselves, they are convinced Jesus is the savior of the world: "We
no longer believe because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that thisistruly the savor
of theworld." Personal experience confirms and deepenstheir faith. " Harden not your hearts," the Psalmist tells
us. Let'skeep learning from God's signs all around us.

Today's Readings: Ex 17:3-7; Ps95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]




March 19, 2017
Dear Family:
Blessingsto you all on the Feast of St. Joseph!

Thisweekend we are celebrating the Third Sunday of Lent and the Feast of St. Joseph, spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and Patron of the Universal Church.

Today and for the next two Sundays, we will meet threeinteresting Gospel characters: the Samaritan woman, the
man born blind, and Lazarus. They enlighten us - those of us already baptized and those preparing for Baptism
at the Easter Vigil - how Jesusis constantly transforming us. All the Scriptures proclaimed on these days present
images of Baptism and conversion.

How could the peoplein the First Reading be so ungrateful asto grumble about their thirst? God had already
delivered them from davery and Moses had led them to safety. But the people giveinto their fearsand rebel. God
respondslike a patient, compassionate parent by giving them water from therock - yet another expression of
God'slovefor hispeople. Refreshed, they move forward into the new life God had promised.

Paul'stheology of Baptism is evident throughout his L etter to the Romans. Today we hear him say: " Thelove of
God has been poured into our heartsthrough the Holy Spirit" - like the watersin which we wer e baptized. Our
salvation, Paul reminds us, comes from God's grace, not our own efforts. Our call isto live according to that
grace.

In today's Gospel, Jesus conver seswith the Samaritan woman. Although the story beginswith Jesus' thirgt, it is
thewoman whoisrefreshed. She entersthe story asa catechumen and becomes an evangelist, bearer of Good
News!

Some questionsfor reflection:

How many referencesto water and Baptism do you find in today's readings?

How does our parish walk with the elect (those preparing for Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist through the
RCIA) during Lent?

Who has brought the Good News of the Lord into your life recently?

| want to thank the St. Joseph Altar Committee and all who in any way have helped preparefor thiscommunity
event. Many hands and gifts cometogether in prayer and sacrificeto make thisa special event for our church
community and otherswho will join usfor a wonderful meal. St. Joseph pray for us.

It iswith regret we announce the retirement of Mrs. Andrea Young. Andrea has served asour Director of
Religious Education since my arrival in 2013. She has been a blessing to our children and community. From
Bible School to Confirmation, she has sought to be a good leader and servant. | offer my personal, heartfelt
gratitude for all she hasdonefor our parish family. God's gracious blessings be upon her and her family as she
now beginsa new life of retirement. According to Andrea, we will still see her around and she will still be
serving. Welook forward to our new life with her aswell.

With the announcement of Andrea'sretirement, we will belooking for a new Director of Religious Education.

Many thanksto all those who helped make our St. John School Auction a big success. It was good to be with you
all aswe celebrated at the great fundraiser.

Weunveiled an initial plan for our capital campaign for St. John School at the Auction and it waswell
received. Therewill be moreto come aswe approach the beginning of the campaign in thefall. Please keep usin
prayer.

Peace,

Fr. Greg Daigle

Director of Religious Education Position

With theretirement of faithful servant, Mrs. Andrea Y oung, we are now accepting applications for the Position of
Director of Religious Education for our Parish School of Religion. Please present resumesto St. John the
Evangelist Church, 57805 Main Street, Plaquemine, LA 70764.



RCIA CANDI DATESATTEND RITE OF EL ECTION

Congratulationsto the RCIA candidates, who joined hundreds of other candidatesto receive Bishop Muench’s
blessing at the Rite of Election Sunday, March 5, 2017 at St. Joseph Cathedral.

Please continue to pray for these candidates, pictured with their sponsors, on their faith journey asthey prepare
tojoin the Catholic Church at Easter Vigil.

Pictured above, left toright are: Gwen Hayes, Bernie Beethe, Rebecca Devillier (sponsor), Nick Devillier
(catechumen), Bridget M oor e (catechumen), Debbie Rivet (sponsor), Veronica L agrange (sponsor), Kirk Taylor
(catechumen), Andrea Rivet (catechumen), Mar cia Broussard (sponsor) and Donna Carville.

Photo credit Joe Roetker

Bernie Beethe, pictured above, was a 2013 RCIA catechumen and isa current RCIA team member.

..a journey in faith
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults




St. Joseph Altar
Sunday, March 19, 2017
12:00 Noon
Knights of Columbus Hall
58715 Price Street, Plaguemine, LA

Blessing and viewing of the Altar takes place at the K.C.
Hall following 4:00 p.m. Mass Saturday, March 18.

Sunday March 19, serving from the Altar begins
immediately following 11:00 am Mass at 12 Noon until
1:30 pm.

First Holy Communion Important Dates

Therewill bea mandatory First Holy

Communion practice on Saturday, 7 a’g

March 25 from 10:00 am until 12:30 pm. “j

Parents may drop their children off at e
St. John Church. ]

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, March 26 — 11:00 am. Mass
Meet in the Parish Hall at 10:30 a.m.
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Lenten Weekday Schedule

L enten weekday schedule:
Monday - 7:00 am Liturgy of theWord
Tuesday - 6:00 pm Mass
6:30 pm Divine Mercy Novena
Wednesday & Thursday - 7:00 am Mass
Friday - 12:00 Noon Stations of the Cross
6:00 pm - Mass& Stations of the Cross
(No 7:00 am Mass on Friday during L ent)

Kkkkkkkkk

Confessions
W On Wednesdays during L ent, confessions
il are heard in church from 6:00 pm until
~7:00 pm.

‘THE HT 15

St. John Church along with other churchesin our
Diocese, will be open for confessions every Wednesday
night for 4 consecutive Wednesdays.

Theremaining Wednesday night confessionsare
scheduled for March 22 and 29.

TheLight isOn For YOU!!
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Divine Mercy Mass & Novena
The Divine M ercy Novena continues every Tuesday
during Lent following 6:00 pm Mass leading up to the
Feast of Divine Mercy on the second Sunday of
Easter, April 23.

Please join usfor the sung chaplet of Divine
Mercy, Novena prayersand Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament.

PERPETUAL ADORATION

These words of Jesus are an excellent invitation
to prayer beforethe Blessed Sacrament:

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for
you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will
beopened.” (Mt 7.7-9)

Listed below are open hoursin the Adoration Chapel:
-Tuesday: 3:00 am-4:00 am
- Every other Tuesday: 5:00 am-6:00 am
-Wednesday: 12 Midnight-1:00 am
-Friday: 1:00 am-2:00 am
-Friday: 2:00 am-3:00 am
-Friday: 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
-Saturday: 12 Midnight-1:00 am
-Saturday: 2:00 am-3:00 am
-Saturday: 5:00 am-6:00 am
-Saturday: 10:00 am-11:00 am
-Saturday: 3:00 pm-4:00 pm
-Saturday: 5:00 pm-6:00 pm

Tovolunteer for an hour, call JOAnn Daigle at
225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

kkkkkkkkk*k
Pleasejoin usin the Adoration Chapel on Saturdays

from 11:00 am until 12 Noon to pray the Rosary for
Priestly vocations.

Weekday Worship & Scripture—Week of March 20, 2017

Monday, March 20: 7 am Liturgy of theWord

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 4:13,
16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24aor Lk 2:41-51a

Tuesday, March 21: 6:00 pm Mass/Divine Mercy
Novena

Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday, March 22: 7 am Mass

Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday, March 23: 7am Mass

Jer 7:23-28; Ps95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23

Friday, March 24: Noon Stations, 6 pm M ass/Stations of
the Cross-Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6¢-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday, March 25:

Is7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday, M ar ch 26:

1Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41
[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]

SAVE THE DATE

Our children will betaking “A Treasure
Tour of The New Testament” thisyear at
Vacation Bible School, July 17-21, 2017.

If you areinterested in filling one of the
many volunteer roles needed, please call
the church office at 225.687.2402.

Additional infor mation to come.




Baptism Seminars & Baptisms

BOBBY FREEMEN TRIBUTE

Baptism Seminars

Monday, April 3, 2017
Monday, May 1, 2017
Monday, June 5, 2017

Baptisms

Saturday, April 29, 2017

Saturday, May 27, 2017

Saturday, June 24, 2017

The Baptism Seminars are held in the Parish Hall at
7:00 pm. Baptisms are usually held after 4:00 pm Mass
on thelast weekend of the month.

Dates ar e subject to change. Please call the church office
at 225.687.2402 during the early stages of pregnancy to
register for the seminar.

C.f
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CONTRIBUTION TAX STATEMENTS

Anyone needing a 2016 contribution statement
for tax purposes should call Susan at the St. John
parish office (225.687.2402). Statements will be
printed upon request.

Please remember St. John Church and St. John School
in your Last Will and Testament.

‘r»” *
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Friday, March 24, 2017
Baton Rouge River Center
Theater for Performing Arts

The Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra
under the direction of Maestro Timothy
M uffitt are dedicating their performance of Felix
Mendessohn's" Elijah" to the memory of our very own
Robert L. " Bobby" Freeman. Mr. Bobby was a long
time friend of the BRSO and served as Board Chair
from 2008 - 2010.

"Elijah" isawonderful work of music based on thelife
of the Prophet Elijah that is perfect for the Lenten
Season. It would be a great spiritual experienceand a
beautiful way to honor the memory of our native son,
Bobby Freeman.

Tickets are available on the BRSO website at
BRSO.or g/tickets.

Bioethics L ecture Series

Easter Flower Donations

The beautiful flowersand decorations at Easter
N enhance our Easter Liturgies.
An envelope has been placed in your March packet of
envelopes. Please list the names of your loved ones on the

envelope. Memorial donationswill be published in
future bulletins.

STEWARDSHIP

March 11 & 12, 2017 dgﬂ
Stewardship .....oevvie i $11,041.00
Easter FIOWErS......covviii i $ 1,809.00
Candles.......oo i $ 532.00

ONLINE GIVING FOR FEBRUARY, 2017

Stewardship.........cooooviiii i $4,265.00
Building & Maintenance Fund..................... $ 448.00
Socia Responsibility..........cocoveeviiiiiiiennnn $ 210.00
ASH WEDNESDAY ... $ 15.00
Church in Eastern Europe.............ccccceveenn. $ 15.00
Black & Indian Missions.................cc.ee e, $ 15.00
Religious Education..................cccoiieninnnis $ 10.00
ChurchinLatin America.............ccoevevennnn. $ 10.00

Join the parishionerswho areusing ONLINE
m“cg GIVING for automated givingto St. John. Itis

secure and convenient. Thereisno cost to you,
and the program provides a great benefit to our parish.

Tosign up for ONLINE GIVING visit
www.stjohnchur chplag.org

WHEN DOESHUMAN LIFE BEGIN?
A LECTURE BY DR. MAUREEN CONDIC

e A perspective from embryology and
P neuroscience
e Why isthisacontroversy in thefirst place?
e What isthedifference between a human cell and a
human being?
e What does Science conclude about when life begins?
e Why are humansvaluable?

Time/Date: Thursday, March 23 at 5:30 pm-6:30 pm
(reception to follow)
Location: Our Lady of the Lake College
Biological L earning and Resear ch Building
5222 Brittany Drive, Suite B, Baton Rouge
Event Sponsored By: OLOL College Campus Ministry
Event is Free and Open to the Public

For More Information: Dr. John Meinert-225.768.1708;

If we open ourselvesto Jesus asdid the
Samaritan women, then His grace will help usto
know ourselves as He knows us and to follow His
call--perhapsasa priest, brother or sister.

john.meinert@ololcollege.edu

VOCATIONS

If God is calling you, contact Fr. Andrew Merrick at
225.336.8778, amerrick@diobr.org.

Our Hymn Selectionsthisweekend are:
Entrance: | Heard the Voice of Jesus
Music I ssue 461
Communion: Asthe Deer Longs (Psalm 42)
Music Issue 490




MASSINTENTIONS — March 25-31, 2017

Saturday, March 25-4:00 pm M ass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Laboure’, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras, Tina Rinaudo; Ashley Gueho, Betty & Thomas Boudreaux; Chester
Hernandez, Leonce Hernandez & Family, Henry Rayne, Sr. & Family; M/M R. O. Swain, M/M Herd Callegan;
Ambrose, Brad, Barry & Bruno Tullier; Mac, Laura & Michaegl Lazzaro, Kolby Lorio; James “Butch” & Sadie Tullier;
Victor Pollage; Brendon, Ronald & Dudley Landry & Coletti Family; Quentin & Annabel Buquoi; Lawrence & Winnie
Miller, M/M James Miller, M/M John Coupel, Edward Miller; Tory Sanchez, Beverly Marionneaux, Gary Gidler,
Mercedes Garlington, Poor Souls in Purgatory; “Middy” Bourgeois, M/M Millard Bourgeois, Sr., M/M Louis Martinez,
Sr.; Annie Materine, B. E. Matirne Family, Nick Mancuso Family, Tarek Smart; Aline, Mit, Dub & Wallace Comeaux,
Aubrey Quebedeaux; Bobby Tullier, M/M Verner Comeaux, Sr. & Sons, Jackie Seneca, Donald Hernandez, Tommy
Rivet, M/M Russell Rivet, Sr.; A Special Intention for the Soulsin Purgatory in Honor of St. Joseph

Sunday, March 26-7:30 am M ass

St. John Parishioners ﬂ

Sunday, March 26-9:00 am M ass -

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Laboure’, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras;, Tina Rinaudo; Scott Jude Marino, Kids of St. Jude, Nera Rodriguez,
M/M Anthony Marino, Sr.; Kristina Mellema; CDA Court St. John #1214 Deceased Members; Vernon J. “Nook”

Dupuy, Jr.; Emily & Claude Cavalier, Rudy Cavalier; Gloria A. Dupont; Lezin Himel; Sylvia P. & Walter Marionneaux,
Jr.; Darryl Marix, Ray Zeringue, M/M G. E. Marix

Sunday, March 26-11:00 am M ass
Cindy Dickerson; Robert “Bob” Brady; E. P. Edwards; Marvin Allen; Nora, Ernest, Sr. & Ernest, Jr. Allen; Timothy
Coupel; M/M Merrill Judice; Anthony & Tootise Cardinal, Stella & Emile Oubre; 1da Ortis

Tuesday, March 28-6:00 pm Mass
Murray & Dixie Suffrin; George & Carol Allain, GiGi Allain & Barbara Bajon

Wednesday, M arch 29-7:00 am M ass-
Mrs. Ethel P. Businelle

Thursday, March 30-7:00 am M ass

Leona & Mervin Gourgues BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

Fridav,“M ar”ch 31'.7100 am Mass 2 i ~ TheBereavement Support Group will meet
George"Cat” Ramirez, Sr. kf‘%’fﬁ in the Parish Hall from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm
every 1st Wednesday of the month.

P Sﬁg?%jharz\écgge The purpose of this ministry isto comfort those who
‘m : have experienced the loss of someoneimportant (recent
‘¥ St. John the Evangelist Church or in the past). Therewill be prayer, fellowship, and the
Ronald L. Dugas, Trabeaux & Dugas Families opportunity to share our struggleswith grief in a safe

place. Pleasejoin us.

St. Clement of Rome Church

Simpson & Vicknair Families You are Covered in Prayer

. . May you feel His presence-
Children’s Liturgy Experience His Peace- %?

March 26, 2017 Draw from His strength-

Francisca Comeaux (9:00 am Mass) | | Restin Hislove-
May God bless and keep you in Hisloving care.

Susan Persilver (11:00 am Mass) _ _ _
If someone you know is having major surgery or has

; been diagnosed with cancer or any other grave illness,
??(9 Coll‘/l;zféﬂuzréngcl)_le?nt) please let us bring you a prayer blanket to help get you
through this tough time. It matters not the age, all who
Lloyd & Betty Bouchereau (7:30 am M ass) need it will receiveit.

Ralph & Chris Stassi (9:00 am Mass) Contact Jane Gauthreaux at 225.413.7157.
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No Down Payment & Low Monthly Payment Options
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Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone: (225) 687-3010

& Alistate.

You're in good hands.

Daniel Durand

Exclusive Agent

Daniel Durand Agency
Allstate Insurance Company
58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764

Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
danieldurand@allstate.com www.allstateagencies.com/a058962

24-Hour
Customer Service

TRUCKS BUICK

687-4334
PLAQUEMINE, LOUISIANA

— - 687-6231 766.3300 MisuracaOrthodontics.com
CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor
Call 687-9542 or 383-1850 COMIORT CARE
Record Your Personal Wishes & HOSPICE p-, -
Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement ] R -
Tl e TR 23827 Eden Street = Plaquemine, LA 70764 225-385-4202 Bu5iness Bankers 3 ‘. p
e Business Partners
“Caring For You Ryan Elliot b
)y Health Mart Vice President
// PHaRMACY ') and About You” =
" . cdtizensbankandtrust.
225-687-4349 * 225-383-5458 B.R. Line —— h > lmm
57930 LaBauve Avenue " Plaquemine, LA e Most Comp ete

Online National
Directory of

FINDaPARISH.com

Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes
0 A AR D A
Brian or Sally, coordinators ommercial & Resid
an Official Travel Brad 0-8 o

860.399.1785 Aueney of Apostesip 3

CST 2117990-70

WWW, CathollcCrulsesAndTours com

erp £S

Michael S. Morgan, PT

24625 E. P. Stevens Drive
Plaguemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-5484

Fax (225) 687-5483

702 Lobdell Highway

BARKER’S
PHARMACY

“THE OLD RELIABLE”

Interested
in becoming

an a;vertliﬂing
representative for

].S. PALUCH?

Please Contact

HEATHER GAUDET
1.800.438.8931

407850 St John the Evangelist Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

Plaza 415, Suite 5 — SINCE 1885 —
Port Allen, LA 70767
(225) 381-7275 687-3546
Fax (225) 381-7277 WE DELIVER
7 WW{' Member

mPlaquemme o
I B AN :1rust company B8
24025 Eden St. ¢ Plagquemine, LA
225.687.6388

www.plagbank.com | e

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931



