St. John the Evangelist Church Pastoral Team:

57805 Main Street — Plaquemine, Louisiana 70764-2531 Eﬁ;ﬁg@&%’ﬁ?{%ﬁ;ﬁﬁ”

Phone: (225) 687-2402 — 687-3337 — Fax: 687-1587 Andrea Young, Coordinator of Religious Education
24 Hour Prayer Line: (225) 687-1554 DonnaCarville, R.C. 1. A.

Website: www.stjohnchurchplag.org

Email: stjohnchurchplag@g .br coxmail.com

facebook.com/pages/St John the Evangelist Catholic Church

Parish Office Staff:

Medric Smith, Jr., Business Manager

Marsha Dupont, Secretary

Johnette Gourgues, Secretary

Susan Landry, Secretary

Gary Perrault, Maintenance

Weekend M asses.
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:30am
9:00 am
11:00 am
Monday (Liturgy of theWord) 7:00 am
Wed., Thurs, Fri. (Mass) 7:00 am

First Tuesday of the Month 6:00 pm

(Mass, Novena, Benediction and Anointing of the Sick)
All other Tuesdays - Confessions 5:30 pm

(Mass and Novena) 6:00 pm

Baptism: Please contact the Parish Office

Marriage: Please contact the pastor a minimum of

six months befor e the wedding

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 3:00 pm

December 25, 2016 — The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Today's readings are as familiar to most of us as the carols we sing and the commercials that overwhelm this
holiday season. Often Christmas finds us tired, struggling with preparations and expectations. What we really
want to feel isjoy and peace. The stress of preparation, of waiting, is reflected in both Isaiah and Paul's letter to
Titus. Luke tells us of the exhaustion that Mary and Joseph felt: a young pregnant wife and her husband, forced
totravel just assheisabout to give birth, unable even to find a room to stay in. It must have been miserable. They
must have been afraid. In the midst of this exhaustion, misery, and fear, a child isborn, a Son is given. The world
isthen filled with light and hope, joy and peace. In that moment they, and we, know what all the waiting has been
for.

WAITING IN THE DARK |saiah writes powerfully of the darkness and the gloom, the burden and the sacrifices
that the Jews have been living with for years and years. Their waiting, their misery is deep and prolonged. Y et
they continue to wait. In Paul's letter to Titus, the Christian community is also waiting, not for the birth of the
Savior, but for thereturn of that Savior. Paul reminds us of the " blessed hope" that sustains our wait. In Luke we
hear the familiar story of Mary and Joseph, the pregnancy and birth, the baby, the Son. Thisisthe one for whom
all have been waiting. His coming, long awaited, much anticipated, isreal. The only reaction we are told about is
that of the shepherds, and they are afraid. But they are reassured with the same words spoken to Mary by the
angel who announced that she would give birth to a son, " Do not be afraid."

FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEMPLATION But how could we not be afraid? A young mother giving birth in
a stable. Shepherds seeing angels. We do not need to be afraid because these stories are so familiar. Most of us
could tell them almost word for word from memory. They are like the stories our children insist we read to them
night after night long after they know every word by heart. They are familiar not just because we hear them
repeated every year at Christmas but because they are the stories of our daily preparations, our lifelong waiting,
our fear, exhaustion, misery, and our hope and joy. Their very familiarity means we don't have to wonder what
the outcome will be. We already know. We know that despite the mean cir cumstances into which Mary's Son was
born, her Son transformsthe darknessinto light. Her Son bringsreoicing. Her Son brings peace. We know that,
despite our exhaustion and our fear, peace awaits us, too.

Today's Readings: 1s9:1-6; Ps96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14



Dear Family:
Merry Christmas!

All of our preparations since the First Sunday of Advent bring usto this celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. With patience, prayer and vigilance we have waited for Christ to cometo usanew in this Christmas

Season. Our Christmas Eve and Day liturgical celebrations areonly the beginning. During the week we will celebrate
the Feast of the Holy Family and ask for God's grace and blessing to be upon our families helping usto livein concord
as per the example of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Next Sunday as we celebrate a new calendar year, we Catholics
celebrate another highlight of the Christmas Season - The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. Then, on January 8,
2017, we crown the Christmas Season with the celebration of the Epiphany when we look to Christ revealed as a light
of hope and salvation for all peoplesand all time. Thus, we celebrate Christmasnot just as a day, but asa season
where scripture and sacrament deepens our journey into the mystery of our Lord's coming in history and asa human
per son.

Luke'saccount of the birth of Jesusisone of the most familiar texts of the New Testament. The detailsare so

familiar. Thishumble scene hasinspired centuriesof art, from great master pieces to the school pageant. Luke situates
the birth of Jesusin the course of history and in the midst of the everyday public life of secular rulersand humble
shepherdsalike. But thisisno ordinary birth event. The child is"” of the house and family of David." Heisthe
fulfillment of God's promisethat has stirred the hearts of God's people for generations. The humble surroundings
point to the nature of Jesus mission, and the future of humankind isforever changed in this night.

Some questions for reflection:

What names for the Messiah in today's readings appeal to you?

What might prevent a person from entering into the full joy of the Nativity?

If you can, listen to Handel's M essiah; what does it convey to you about this holy time?

Many thanksto all who have helped usto celebrate this great season of Joy. Merry Christmas and Happy New Y ear
from Deacon Alfred Ricard and our St. John the Evangelist Parish Staff. Merry Christmasto our St. John School
Community aswell. Heartfelt gratitude to the School Administration, our teachers, staff, students and parents
guardiansfor thejoyful liturgiesand celebrationsthat graced our school to preparefor Jesus birthday celebration.

Gratitude and blessings aswell to our Iberville Parish family. For our Parish President, our Superintendent of
Schools, Teachers, Staff, our current Mayor and our Mayor-elect, our Sheriff and deputies, our Police Chief and
officers, our District Attorney, Judgesand all who work in and for justice, Firemen and women, and to all our public
servants. Christmas Blessingsto you all!

The generosity of you, St. John the Evangelist Parishioners, isa blessing for our parish and community. Your work to
feed the poor; to teach the Savior'sway, truth and life; to prayerfully study our scriptures; to minister tothe
homebound and infirmed; to minister to thosein prison; to comfort thosein mourning; to care for widows and
orphans; to servein liturgical ministry at the celebration of the Eucharist; and your giving of financial support that we
might sustain our effortsto reach out with thelove of Christ to all isboth a sign of hope and of the presence of Christ
Jesus pouring forth the gifts of the Spirit evident in each of us. We, through the sharing of our prayer, treasure, and
service bring the face of Christ to our world. Thanksfor all you do.

Thanksto our staff. To Johnette, Gary, Donna, Cindy, Andrea, Marsha, Susan, Deacon Alfred Ricard, and Sue

Rills. Last, not least, thanksto Medric Smith, Jr. on whom we rely for so much. Thanksto his stewardship and care
over our finances, we arevigilant and respectful of your kindness and generosity. Thanksaswell for hisdirection and
preparationsfor the great liturgies of the season and throughout the year. Hisleadership of the choir has helped usto
give praiseto our God. Hiscollaboration with our cantors, our organists (Jan, Alyssa & on occasion - Bill), and other
musicians especially during this high season blesses usall.

| am grateful for all our parish organizations and pray that their witnessing to their faith in each of their ministries
deepensthe awareness that each of us can work asthe face and hands of Christ in aworld needing His Light! You
inspire me!

Thisisnow my fourth Christmaswith you and no oneis more blessed than me, for God has given you to me as family
and friendsto seek out and proclaim Christ together. Thank you!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Please enjoy your timewith your familiesand know of my prayersand gratitude for you all. Don't for get about our
Epiphany Concert and join usin supporting our school by attending if you can.

Peace,
Fr.Greg



9’ " CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDUL E
4 Christmas Eve M asses.
\-w = 4pm (Children’s Liturgy)
Qo (Mg 6 pm
11:15 Choir Concert — Midnight
Christmas Day Mass: 9:00 am

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Saturday, Dec. 31—4:00 pm Vigil Mass
Sunday, Jan. 1—7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am Masses

Our Parish Officewill be closed Monday,
December 26, 2016 until Monday, January 2, 2017.

PERPETUAL ADORATION

Epiphany Concert for St. John School

Sunday, January 8, 2017 ~ 4:00 pm
St. John the Evangelist Church

Songs of the Christmas Season &
Songsto Enjoy
Featuring Rev. Gregory J. Daigle
with Bill Grimes & the Epiphany Orchestra

Tickets ($25) may be purchased from the St. John
Church and St. John School offices. Make plans now to
celebrate Christmas with your loved onesand help
St. John School at the sametime.

Nat|V|ty Scenein Church

|t Our beautiful créchewith life-size
Fontanini figureswill be available for
viewing for anyone who would like
an opportunity to make a prayerful
visit toour Lord and Savior.

The church will be open and lightswill be on from

8:30 am until 6:00 pm beginning M onday, December 26
through Sunday, January 1 and until 4:30 pm beginning
Monday, January 2 through Sunday, January 15.

These words of Jesus are an excellent invitation
to prayer before the Blessed Sacrament:
“Cometo me, all you that are weary and are

carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yokeis easy, and my burden islight.”
Matthew 11:28-30

Listed below are open hoursin the Adoration Chapel:
-Tuesday: 3:00 am-4:00 am
- Every other Tuesday: 5:00 am-6:00 am
-Wednesday: 11:00 pm-12 Midnight
-Wednesday: 12 Midnight-1:00 am
-Thursday: 5:00 am-6:00 am
-Friday: 12 Midnight-1:00 am
-Friday: 1:00 am-2:00 am
-Friday: 2:00 am-3:00 am
-Saturday: 12 Midnight-1:00 am
-Saturday: 2:00 am-3:00 am
-Saturday: 3:00 pm-4:00 pm
-Saturday: 5:00 am-6:00 am
-Saturday: 5:00 pm-6:00 pm
-Saturday: 7:00 pm-8:00 pm

To volunteer, call Mickey Rivet at 225.687.6549 or
JoAnn Daigle at 225.687.4621 or 225.776.4865.

Weekday Worship & Scripture—Week of Dec. 26, 2016

Knights of Columbus Fireworks Sale

The Knights of Columbuswill be selling
fireworksat the KC Home on Price Street.

Thefireworkswill be sold Monday, December 26 through
Friday, December 30 from 6:00 pm until 8:30 pm, and
Saturday, December 31 from 2:00 pm until 8:30 pm.

Please support the Knights of Columbusin all the good
worksthey do for our church and community.

GROWING IN FAITH

Monday, December 26: 7 am Liturgy of the Word
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,

16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

Tuesday, December 27: 5:30 pm Confession/M ass/
Novena

1Jn1:1-4; Ps97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday, December 28: 7 am Mass

1JIn1:5-- 2:2; Ps124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Thursday, December 29: 7 am Mass

1Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40

Friday, December 30: 7 am Mass

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Ps 128:1-5; Mt 2:13-
15, 19-23

Saturday, December 31:

1Jn2:18-21; Ps96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18

Sunday, January 1:

Nm 6:22-27; Ps67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

2 i Join usfor an eight-part Bible Study beginning
Thursday, January 5, 2017 in the Parish Hall.

The study, entitled Follow Me: Meeting Jesusin the
Gospel of John, will be held every Thursday. Sessions
offered are from 1:30 pm-3:00 pm or 6:30 pm-8:00 pm.

The cost of the study guideis $25. You may register by
calling the church office at 225.687.2402.

STEWARDSHIP

F December 17 & 18, 2016

Stewardship ........ccovviiiiiii $10,841.00
ChristmasFlowers..........covevvevvieieennn .9 3,229.00

Tosign up for ONLINE GIVING,
visit stiohnchurchplag.org.




MASSINTENTIONS — December 31, 2016-January 6, 2017

Saturday, December 31-4:00 p.m. Mass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Laboure’, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Jep Daigle, Eddie & Virginia Clebert, Ulger & Nilda Daigle,
Clebert & Daigle Families; “Pim” & “NuNu” Clebert; Gomez & Clebert Families; Louise & Edmund Buijol; Bro Bujol;
Oneil Favron, Sr., Oneil Favron, Jr., Randy Favron, Sr., Patricia Savoie Hebert; M/M Elson Babin, Libby & Allison
Clement; Leonard B. & Mary G. Savoie, James “Puddin” & Brenda L. Devillier; Loretta Faye Delaney, Verna Kay
Clark, Wayne Neal Clark, James Dunsworth; M/M Dalfay Cavalier, Jean Claud Cavalier; M/M J. Carol LeBanc, Sr.,
Gary LeBlanc; Mac, Laura & Michael Lazzaro, Kolby Lorio; Dr. James E. Toups, Sr., Lydia Sue Toups, Bobbie F.
Clouatre; Leo & Shirley Gill; Aline, Mit & Dub Comeaux, Aubrey J. Quebedeaux; Jimmy Gerace, Flor, Stella & Sonny
Rills, Kye Boudreaux; Peter & Lena Corrent; Anthony F. Canella

Sunday, January 1-7:30 a.m. M ass

St. John Parishioners .

Sunday, January 1-9:00 a.m. M ass

Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Laboure’, Sister
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; Jaynell Lopez; Gladys “Butsy” Palermo, Peter A. Palermo,
Patrick Burleigh; Vincent A. Ferachi, Dr. Larry Ferachi; Leona H. Haydel, Linda H. Callahan, Calvin Wilbert, I11,
J. M. Cazes & C. W. Wilbert Families; Vernon J. “Nook” Dupuy, Jr.; Ronnie Palermo, Brown Family, Palermo Family;
Glynn T. Hebert, A Special Intention; William E. Barker, 111

Sunday, January 1-11:00 a.m.M ass
Cindy Dickerson; Leonard B. & Mary G. Savoie, James “Puddin” & Brenda L. Devillier; Loretta Faye Delaney, Verna
Kay Clark, Wayne Neal Clark, Dunsworth Family; Ralph Rivet, Sr.

Tuesday, January 3-6:00 p.m. M ass
M/M Tony Falcon, M/M Earl Quatrevingt, M/M C. J. Saurage, Doris Murry; Ronald L. Gary; Camile Tempanaro;
Randy, Brian & Brandi Quatrevingt; Mildred Case Thomas

Wednesday, January 4-7:00 a.m. M ass

Bereavement Support Group

Jimmy Barbee 3"% The Bereavement Support Group will meet
b Froe Deatk - H . .
. k o e <4 1N the Parish Hall from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm
Thursday, January 5-7:00 a.m. M every 1st Wednesday of the month.

BarbaraB. Himel

Friday, January 6-7:00 a.m. M ass
Mary & Chuchie Flatau

The purpose of this ministry isto comfort those who
have experienced the loss of someone important (recent
or in the past). Therewill be prayer, fellowship, and the

opportunity to shareour struggleswith grief in a safe

Baptism Seminars & Baptisms place. Everyone is welcome.

Baptisn @ f; Baptism Seminars— 7:00 pm
RS Monday, January 2, 2017 Sanctuary Candle —
i Monday, February 6, 2017 January 1, 2017
Monday, March 6, 2017 St. John the Evangelist Church | B§
Baptisms — After 4:00 pm Mass William Middleton, William Lewis! #

Saturday, January 28, 2017

Saturday, February 25, 2017 Nancy & Bill Middleton

(No Baptismsduring Lent) St Clement of Rome Chl_Jrch
Dates are subject to change. Please call the church office Johnny Zito & Johnny Zito, Jr.
at 225.687.2402 during the early stages of pregnancy to =
confirm the date of the seminar. @ Coffee & Donuts
-~ January 1, 2017
Our Hymn Selections thisweekend are: June Pinsonat & Sandra Bizette (7:30 am Mass)
Entrance: O ComeAll YeFaithful - Today’s Missal 65 . .
Preparation: Angels WeHave Heard on High Thomas & RoseMarieLeBlanc (9:00am Mass)

Today’sMissal 63 ) .
Communion: Hark the Herald Angels Sing Children’s Liturgy

Today’sMissal 75 January 1, 2017

Silent Night - Today’s Missal 70 Angela Frasca (9:00 am Mass)

Sending Forth: Joy totheWorld - Today’'sMissal 61 Beryl Burruss (11:00 am M ass)
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Physical Therapy ¢ Occupational Therapy

Hand Therapy ¢ Speech Therapy

59355 Ri West D Pediatric Therapy ¢ Aquatic Therapy
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Plaguemine, LA 70764 Catl Teday (225) 238-2955
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Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise.

Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered.
We have a Priest onboard almost every weekly departure with Holland America Cruise Line.

Deposit of only $350 per person will reserve your cabin. Space is limited.

Thanks and God Bless, an Official Travel Agency 3, W
of Apostleship of

Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 the Sea-USA
A .CathothrulsesAndTours com =i el nr e
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PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES
KATHRYN C. ELKINS, MD MicHAEL M. QuUINN, MD
59325 Riverwest Dr., Suite D Plaquemine, LA 70764

Eula and Jessel Ourso (225) 687-3055 Fax (225) 687-6686
407850 St John the Evangelist Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931

In Loving
Demory




PATRICK GUIDRY DDS

Family Dentistry
24021 RAILROAD AVE. 687-4892
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PeENDLEY, BAUDIN & CorriN, L.L.P. & Heating
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Braces & Invisalign for Children & Adults

qussFT r:m SERYz, A Professional Bail Bonds LLC || Free Exams * Most Insurance Accepted « Interest Free Financing
= No Down Payment & Low Monthly Payment Options

RA'.PH & CHRIS STASSk Baton Rouge ¢ Prairieville - Denham Springs ¢ Central
= 687-6231 766.3300 MisuracaOrthodontics.com

CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor

Call 687-9542 or 383-1850

Record Your Personal Wishes &

Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement
www.wilbertservices.com 23827 Eden Street = Plaquemine, LA 70764 225-385-4202j;

COMFORT CARE Protecting Seniors
HOSPICE Nationwide

-

GOUDEAU'S “Caring For You
y HealthMart. | and About You”

PHARMACY
225-687-4349 225-383-5458 B.R.Line

57930 LaBauve Avenue Plaquemine, LA '4 EOIOINGNESUSEVEXYADAY:
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Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
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HOORSSMORDAT PRIDAT G GO YOG ORERT TRUCKS  pyiiom ﬂ GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING
Lucy Johnson, RPH 687-4334 Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
www.goudeauspharmacy.com PLAQUEMINE, LOUISIANA a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and

a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent
and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

]

800-566-6150 - www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm
mgm LAWNCARE SPECIALIST
C,-,-I.;E!%%Es : Commercial & Residential
= = Call Brad « 229-8719
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Edward Jones Ld INVESTMENTS

How much will you néed to retire? Let's Talk
Peter Gauthier, CFP®, AAMS® Kyle M. Robichaux, AAMS®
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
23725 Church St. TGy 98725 Belleview Rd., Ste. A-1
(225 e87-0012 SIPC (225) 687-9110

PATRICK DOOLEY, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Dr. With A Gentle Touch

WORLD LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

Business Bankers

23840 Church Street Business Partners BARKER’S
Plaquemine, LA 70764 mﬂ.ﬁ.."'“t PHARMACY

g
o
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You Need 24625 E. P. Stevens Drive — SINCE 1885 —

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! - Plaguemine, LA 70764
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@) Allstate.

You're in good hands.
Daniel Durand
Exclusive Agent

for personal prayer. e

Daniel Durand Agency In Stock & Ready to Order Today. 24025 Eclen St. ¢ Plaguemine, LA
Allstate Insurance Company CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764 ' |@ quulwm:.»ums| 225. 68 7. 6388

Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
danieldurand@allstate.com www.allstateagencies.com/a058962 | 800-566-6150 « www.wlpmusic.com WWW.plaCIbaI‘Ik.COm
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24-Hour
Customer Service




